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‘ations for the different branches of the public 
gervice. Prior to the actof 1836, reorganizing the 
Post Office Department, there were no estimates 
gubmitted, nor appropriations made for that ser- 
yice; but the Postmaster General Went on from 
year to year, managed the business, made con- 
tracts, and paid out the post office funds without 
appropriation, and pretty much without the con- 
trot of law. In 1836, the act reorganizing the Post 


Ofice Department required the funds to be paid || 


jnto the Treasury, and also required the Post- 
master General to submit annua! estimates for 
the various branches of the service. From that 


ime to the, present, Congress had followed the || 


practice of requiring specific appropriations for 
this, ag well as for the other branches of the pab- 
lic service. 
come before the committee and stated that it would 
be better to make the appropriations in a lump—in 
the aggregate—than in particular sums; and the 
chairman eof the Committee of Ways and Means 
had yesterday undertaken to sustain that position, 
on the ground that more money than was appro- 
printed might be required for the transportation of 
the mails, or for deputy postmasters, or any other 


particular branch, and that the postmaster could | 


not have itif this mode were not adopted 


This 


argument would apply with equal, if not with | 


greatery force to the appropriations for the army 
orthenavy. Congress could not be too cautious— 
they could not be too circumspect; and there cer- 
winly could be no harm done by making the ap- 
prepriations specific; whilst, if they were permit- 
ted to stand in the aggregate, the Postmaster 
General might apply what amounts of money he 
pleased to tramsportation, or what amounts he 
pleased to deputy postmasters. He might apply 
the whole appropriation to one branch of the public 
service, and leave others unsupplied, if he thought 
proper todo so. it seemed to him (Mr. J.) that 
this was a retrograde and not a progressive policy. 
It was in fact putting us fifty years back. He 
hoped the amendment would prevail, and that gen- 
tlemen who were so anxious to sustain things as 
they were, would come forward and vote for it. 

He withdrew the amendment (at the request of 
Mr. Barty.) 

Mr. BAYLY renewed it. His friend from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] he said, inquired what 
reason there could be for making the appropria- 
tions for the Post Office Department in lump, and 
why the same principle might not apply to the 
army and the navy. As to the estimates for the 
army and navy, they were susceptible of precise 
ascertainment, or nearly so. The pay of the offi- 
cers, the amount of rations, all the expenses were 
so well ascertained, that experienced officers in 
the department could estimate the expense under 
each head within a few dollars. But in the Post 
Otlice Departmeut it was different. Take, for in- 
Statice, the pay of postmasters. It was regulated 
by law; but the preeise sum could not be fixed, 
as was the pay of the officers of the army. It 
was a per centage upon postage. That was con- 
stantly fluctuating. In a year when there was 
constant exeitement in the public mind—as in the 
year of the presidential election—the pay of post- 
masters exceeded the ordinary amount. Take 
another year, different in character, and the 
amount would fall short. So it was with many 
other items; they were constantly fluctuating; and 
ence it was that the department had to estimate 
under every head for more than might be wanted, 
order to be certain that it had enough. He 





House or Representatives, ug. 6, 1850. 
Messrs. Eprrors: I wish to say that | voted yesterday, 
~ one instance, under a misapprehension of facts. I see, 
Me your report of the ee, that it was stated by 
Of nares Kine, of New York, that jf the regular order 
fr — could be proceeded with, one of the gentlemen 
; — Seine would be entitled to the floor, would 
= duce a bill for the admission of California. Owing to 
Kreg ten of my and to the low voice in whieh Mr. 
bien Poke, E did not ear what he said. If { had heard 
cuteee aan I have voted against going into Com- 
of the Whole, tn order wallow « California bill to be 
troduced ; ast voted, immediat.ly before, (as may be 
by the record,) to Sit aioe the sherume zee 

pose. Very truly yours; &e,, HORACE MANN. 
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This year the Postmaster General had || 
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would not detain the committee with any further || 
remarks, but would substitute for his own speech a 
| letter from a former Po- tmaster General, Amos Ken- 
| he (Mr. B.) would ask might be read. That letter 
| had been endorsed by subsequent postmasters. 

| The Clerk here read the letter referred to. It js 
the same as that introduced 4y Mr. Barty in his 
|| Speech yesterday. 

| Mr. B. withdrew the amendment. 

|| Mr. JONES, (to Mr. Baycy.) Was the ree- 
|; Ommendation contained in that letter ever adopted 
| by Congress? 

| Mr. BAYLY _ [t was not. 

|| Mr. VENABLE renewed the amendment. He 
|| said: Mr, Chairman, as an advocate of cheap post- 
|| age, [ shall support the amend mentof the gentleman 
|| from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones.] My observation 
|| has taught me, that strict responsibility and speci- 
|| fic appropriations for specific duties are best calcu- 
| lated to secure economy. Economy in the expend- 
|| itures is the sure way of enabling the Government 
|| to afford cheap postage, at the smallest expense. 
|| A general appropriation is not so easily understood 
in the details of various disbursements, as if each 
branch of duty had its own appropriation ascer- 
|| tained. ‘The best security for faithful as well as 
|| economical expenditure of. public money, is to 
render the accounts as simple as possible, and thus 
make the principle of responsibility sensibly felt. 
If the money appropriated should be insufficient 
| for any purpose designated, let the department 
| come with a deficiency bill, as has been done in 
| 


} 
| 
| 
} 
1 


} 
| 
| 


j 


other instances. I do not perceive the propriety 
|| of the doctrine, that the Post Office must necessa- || 
rily support itself. [tis not wise statesmanship 
to limit the amount of such accommodation as the 
Post Office affords to the income of the department. 
It is often the best policy to expend money, in or- 
der to render that profitable which may be before 
that time unproductive. Every citizen of the 
United States is entitled to the benefits of this 
useful provision for the diffusion of information, 
the cultivation of social intercourse, and the ad- 
vance of civilization. 

I repeat a remark made on yesterday, that there 
| seems to be great disinclination to grant the conven- 
| ience of mails to the people of the United States, but 
| no hesitation inthe expenditure of millions on other 
subjects of an interest and value far less general 
and importgnt. I aman advocate of as near an 
| approximation to free trade as possible, consistently 
| with a sound system of finance; and gentlemen | 
misunderstand me if they suppose that I am in- 
clined to advocate the measure under consideration 
| in order to place the Post Office on the Treasury, 
and give a pretext for a high protective tariff to 
raise revenue. It is amusing to perceive how little 
confidence gentlemen have in their own opinions. 
The same gentlemen whe tell us that a low tariff 
is a measure calculated to increase the revenue, 
discover. that a low tariff on letters is calculated | 
to curtail the income of the department, and put it 
upon the Treasury as atax. The doctrine is true 








false, let them decline to attempt humbuggery and | 
abandon it. Sir, | am not to be deterred from the 
assertion of my views, by the declaration, that per- 
haps the department may not be able to pay its 
own expenses. Dd gentlemen assert that the re- 
| mote, the rural, the scattered population of the 
| country have no claims on the Government for 
mail facilities? Is the wealth of the cities and the 
advantageous situation of them in the richest agri- | 
cultural districts, to monopolize the benefits of the 
system? or is the benevolent care of the Govern- 
ment to extend by a generous and diffuse legisla- 
tion to every settlement in our broad land this high- 
est of human inventions for extending social in- | 
tercourse and the principles of civilization ? 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY renewed the amendment, . 

Some conversation followed on a point of order | 
between Mr. Jones and the Chair, 

After which— 

Mr. BAYLY moved to amend the amendment, | 
by striking out the item fox transportation. 
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| mistake, 


| establisment, and let not the expenses 


| which would result from it. 
| ticable to attempt to appropriate for every separate 


or it is false; if true, let gentlemen adhere to it; if || 
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Mr. B. said, he had néver been more surprised 


| than he had been at the speech of the gentleman 
, : | from North Carolina, [Mr. Vewasre ]. The gen- 
dall, written at the time he was in office, and which || tleman had said that he knew no more reason w hy 


the Post Office Department should be sustained out 
of its own revenues than the army or the navy, 
Now, the army and the navy, 8o far as they were 


of any use at all, were for the benefit of eve ry man 


whom they protected or defended. But one half 
of the people of the country enjoyed little or no 
advantage from the Post Office Departinent. The 
gentleman’s ewn constituents—half of them—did 
not average a lettera year. Mr. B. (pausing to 
answer a remark) proceeded. No, it was nota 
Half of the constituents of no mémber 
here receive, onan average, five letters a year. 
The persons benefited were the large professional 


| and mercantile men, who received thirty and forty 
| letters a day. 


Now, the gentleman would put 
upon the whole community a tax to sustain a de- 
partment which is very unejual in the distriba- 
tion of its advantages; he would put the expense 
of it upon that common treasure, to which every 
man in the community contributes. Yes; in order 
(as was hinted to him) that the rich bankers of 
New York might get their letters for three cents. 
Let that class of the community who receive the 
benefit of the Post Office pay the expenses of that 
fraudu- 
lently be put upon the general Treasury. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. VINTON renewed the amendment, for the 
purpose, he said, of correcting the erroneous 
opinions entertained by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Jones,] and other gentlemen, as to 
the propriety of applying the principle of specific 
appropriations to the transportation of the mail. 
Under this head of transportation many particulac 
items were embraced which rendered i very diffi- 
cult to make this principle applicable to that head. 


| He could not see the advantage which would 


result from the introduction of the specific system 
to every post route, but he saw great Pifficulty 
It would be imprac- 


item—so much for this one and-so much for the 
other. We could not go into all the details of 


| expenditure in attempting to apportion the appro- 


priations to meet each item. He cited a section 
of the army appropriation bill te show that the 
system was in conformity with the practice of 
Congress. 

Mr. JONES put a question, to which Mr. Vin- 
ton replied; but neither the one nor the other 
could be heard, so great was the noise in the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. PHELPS renewed the amendment, for the 


| purpose of making some remarks on the different 
| state of things which existed at the time when 


Amos Kendali, the Postmaster General, addressed 
his letter to Mr. Cambreleng, the chairman of the 
Committee of¢Ways and Means of the House. 
When a bill was afterwards enacted to reorganize 
the Post Office Department, a different system was 
introduced. So that the views of Mr. Kendall, 


| which were appropriate under the then existing 


state of things, were not applicable now. 

Mr. POTTER renewed the amendment, for the 
purpose of replying to some of the errors which 
had fallen from the Committee of Ways and 
Means. He stated that under the reduced rate of 
postage, the revenue of the Post Office Dey art- 
ment last year was $400,000 above that of any 
previous year. Every one must know that the 
prosperity of the revenue was not produced by a 
high tariff on postage. When the rates of letter 
postage were low, the revenue increased in amount; 
while, when the postage was up to ten cents a 
letter and upwards, no one derived any benefit 


'| from this high tariff, and the revenue was not in- 
| creased by it. 


He expressed his surprise at the 


| great ignorance which had been exhibitel by 





\| department than a high tariff on letters. 


many@pembers who had spoken on this subject. 


He tould show the chairman of the Committee of 


Ways and Means, from facts nogyo be disputed, 


that a small postage produced mo 


venue to the 
In Great 
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Britain the postage was only two cents per letter, | 
and the newspapers were transported by mail ee 
age free. Yet the General Post Office of Great | 
Britain derived a greater revenue from this redueed 
rate of postage than had ever been received when | 
the rate was higher. The revenue of that office | 
for the last year, after deducting all the expenses || 
ef transportation and Bervices, exhibited a surplus | 
of a million and a half of dollars. Now, we have || 
a bill reported to the House reducing our rate of 
postage to three cents; and we have the result of | 
the exoeriment in Great Britain to assure us that | 
its passage would produce an equally favorable | 
effect on our post office revenue. 1 had been sug- 
gested that this scheme of cheap postage was a 
favorite with the Whig party, who intended to 
make it. the opening wedge for the introduction of |, 
the tard? He was not to be alarmed by such a 
bugbear as this, He believed the reduction of 
the postage would have the effect of increasing the 
revenue; and he could not belp repeating his sur- | 
prise at the profound ignorance of those who | 
argued that the adoption of the cheap postage | 
system would result in making the department a 
ae on the general Treasury. _It would not 
be so. The Post Office Department would pay 
itself by this reduction, and leave a surplus of 
revenue. 

Mr. JONES suggested, as a point of order, that 
it was not competent for the gentleman fiom Ohio, 
on the amendment now pending, to go into a dis- 
cussion of the cheap postage system. 

Mr. POTTER said that he would save the Chair | 
the trouble of deciding the point of order, by | 
taking hia seat. 

Mr, JONES was about to insist on his point o 
order, when— 

Mr. BAYLY rose and said, be had no design to 
g° into the question of cheap postage. He moved 
a pro forma amendment, to strike out the appro- 
priation for mail bags. He said that he was more | 
surprised at the language of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr Porrer,] than he had been at the re- | 
marks of the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Vewnanie.} The fact was, that the gentleman from | 
Ohio had put a speech into his (Mr. B.’s) mouth, 
for the purpose of answering it. Now, he had | 
not only not discussed the effect of cheap post- 








thing @n the subject; and he was a little astonished | 


|| of low tariffs and free trade. 


| and increasing revenue from customs justified the | 


| Means [Mr. Bayty] is entitled to the credit of the || 
| discovery that the money derived from the Post || 
| Office and that derived from customs ought not to || 


as available as the same sum raised by any other || 
If the doctrine that a low tariff does and will || 


| was increased, and afforded immensely increased 


|| men be consistent. 
age, but he had never once dreamt of saying any- || 


when he saw the gentleman from Ohio exhibit- || 


ing his gallantry in demolishing arguments which 


lips. Before that gentleman made any attempt 
to refute his arguments, it would, perhaps, be 
much more advisable for him to vindicate his 
own consistency. When that gentleman submit- 


| 'so small a number of letters and papers. 
had.certainly never fallen from his (Mr. B.’s) | 


ted his amendment to throw the expenses of the || 


Post Office Department asa charge on the general | 
Treasury, he had stated, as one of the reasons for | 


the adoption of the amendment, that the effeét of | 


charging these ree onthe Post Office Depart- | 
ment, would be the defeat of the bill to reduce the 


| an honest effort at a further reduction. 


rates of postage, because it would be reducing the || 


means by which the department sustained itself. 
Now, it seems that the argument of the gentleman || 
from Ohio is, that the adoption of the cheap post- | 


|| seek to render odious those who are for a reduction 


age system, instead of diminishing the power of || 


the department to meet its own expendi ures, will || 
He || 


have the effect of increasing its resources. 
withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. VENABLE renewed it, and said: Mr. | 
Chairman, the gentleman from ° Virginia [Mr- | 
Bay.iy] expresses great astonishment at the re- 
marks submitted by me on the amendment of the | 
gentioman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones.] I ac- 
knowledge that I am not astonished by any views | 
which he may have taken upon this or any kin- 
dred subject. The bills reported by him as chair- 


man of the Committee of Ways and Means, so |. 
enormous and so well calculated to excite appre- | 


hension—the zeal with which he has supported 
them in most of the details, and his prompt and 
suceessful efforts to arrest and prevent debate upon 
them, have relieved me from any danger of sur- 

rise or astonishment at his speeches or his votes. | 

he bille already reported, and the sum which 
must*be eae to carry on the Gov- 
ernment if these are passed, will swell the 
expenses of the fiscal year much beyonddifty mil- 
lions of dollars. s 

Mr. BAYLY, (Mr, Venasre yieiding. 
have so oft corrected that statement that 
surprised that gentlemen should persist in it. 


I) 
am 


cs.6 


| social ties, diffuse knowledge by opening new 


|| brought forward by the chairman of the Commit- 


|, Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads had 
|| submitted an estimate of the amount of this mat- 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 





ee 


Mr. VENABLE. 1 differ with the gentleman || 
as to his figures; it is a question of &rithmetic, 
which can easily settled by calcviation, and | 


will be-thoroughly canvassed before all the bills | 
reported become laws. 
But, sir, he says that 1 desire to tax my con- || 
stituents in their salt and augar, for the benefit of |; 
the post office organization. Sir, I have never be- 
fore been charged with any propensity for a pro- | 
tective tariff—I had always heard that the gentle- | 
man was one of the standard-bearers in the war |) 
I had supposed that || 
I might well learn at his feet the true and genuine 
principles of that great system. Yet he flinches 
rom his own arguments and abandons his own 
doctrines. We were told that a low tariff in- 
creased consumption and comfort—increased rev- 
enue and promoted prosperity. In the midst of 
vaticinations to the contrary, the present tariff was 
adopted, and all these glorious results followed. 
On no one point have the low tariff stat smen made || 





isnt tassel 


a greater demonstration of triumph, than on the | 


success of the revenue principle. A full Treasury || 


j 
bold issue on which they came before the country. | 
And yet gentlemen are so skillful as to discover || 
that the same principle, as applied to a low tariff || 
of postage, will make the Post Office Departmenta || 
beggar on the Treasury. Yes, sir, those who dare | 
to go for low postage, are held up by the chair- ] 
man of Ways and Means as willing to tax the || 
salt and sugar of the poor for the benefit of the || 
Post Office. | 

The chairman of the Committee of Ways and || 


| 


be considered as in the Treasury of the United | 
States; that five millions raised by postage is not just 


tax. 
produce more revenue than a high tariff be true— || 


| if the experience of England on the subject of || 
|| postage reduced to.one penny a letter at all dis- 


tances, and by which the revenue of the department 


facilities to the people, mean anything, Jet gentle- 
I abhor Irumbuggery in all 
its forms. I feel that my constituents havea deep 
interest in the facilities of tne mails, and the gén- || 





tleman is mistaken in supposing that they received | 


may be true of his constituents, but it is not so of 
those whose interests I represent. One thing they 
have learned—that the previous reduction of post- 
age was a great blessing; they also learned that 
the income of the department was much increased. | 


They believed, with the gentleman from Virginia | 


{[Mr. Bayty] and others, that a reductd rate of tariff 
on goods would increase revenue, and the result jus- 
tifies their faith. They are not disposed to aban- 
don facts for theories, and will expect at my hands 


Sir, | suspect that the device is too shallow to 


of postage, by an attempt to fix upon them a pur- 
pose of abandoning a revenue tariff. I ama free 


It |} 
| receive the great bulk of letters, 


+ 


while the chairman of the Commi 7 
and Means had estimated it as ieee of Ways 


100 

Now, he was prepared to show, f; $100,000, 
of facts which he had prepare et S oretement 
amount exceeded $700,000. He then ae true 
the following statement: Mitte 


For the year ending 30th June, 1846 the postage 
paid to the postmaster of the city of Washing- 
ton, on franked mail matter sent to the depurt- 
ments and members of both Houses of Con- 
gress at the present rates of postage........, 

The Register of the Treasury estimates the 
amount of postage chargeable on franked mail 
matter sent by the departinents and members 
of both Houses of Congress, (public docu. 
ments excluded) at a similar amount....... 250,383 gg 


AG 4, 


$250,383 gy 


-_ 


| Printed speeches folded for members of ae % 
House of Representatives to frank during 30th 

Congress..... Tesses veeesseeeernseeees sence. M164 619 5 

467,762 tbs. of public documents, about 230 tons a 

of matter—postage at present rates.......... 77,773 5 

nae, 

$242,385 49 

f thi Eto iceemced $121. 1» 5 

Half of this amount................5... $121,199 59 


Free written mail matter sent by mem- 
bers of Congress from this city for 
the year ending 30th June, 1849, No. 484,210 


Received during same time, No...... 819,293 
Waste Mosse Be: 1,303,500 


Postage on same ataverage rate of postage 6} ets, $84 797 5) 
Printed Senate speeches during same a eS 


BNE, HO. nce csvscomrinccveces eeeee 397,630 
POBtaBe CNETEOM ... vec scccansnceccssvcsscccsce 9,949 7 
Printed Senate documents........... 170,715 ee 
Postage (NEFEOM 2.2.06 cece cess cere teseseseeees 5.12) 45 
$220,082 a 


Newspapers sent by members of Congress jo, 
included. . 

There appears to be an aggregate of $771,749 as 
the amount of free packages of every description 
sent and received through the mail. 

Mr. BAYLY moved a pro forma amendment. 
It appeared (he said) that he had waked upa hor. 
net’s nestabout him. The gentleman from Nonh 
Carolina [Mr. Venasie]} had.taken umbrage a 
him because he had said, that taking one half of 
his constituents, they did not receive, on an aver- 
age, five lettersa year. He certainly did not in- 
tend to give any offence to the gentleman when 
he made this statement. But, taking the constitu- 
ency of any member of this House, he believed 
that one half of them did not receive an average 
of three ‘letters a year. The fact was that the 
professional men and the merchants of the country 
It is to them that 
the great advantage of the Post Office system, and 
of the reduction of postage, accrues. And he be- 
lieved that he was strictly within bounds, when he 
stated that one half of the constituents of the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina do not receive one iet- 
tera years He was sure that one half of his own 
constituents did not average one lettera year. The 


| gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. V.} had 


undertaken to contrast his constituents with mine, 
and said that if my constituents were not fond of 
reading, his was. I do not know how our con- 
stituents may compare in that respect. But if we 
are to judge of a constituency by their representa- 
tive, which I do not know is an unfair mode, his 





trader, in the usual sense of that term—that is, the | 
lowest point of tariff, both on impor's and on let- 
ters, which will afford revenue for the necessary 
purposes of Government. Iam for increasing the 
social enjoyments of the people by making them, 
by the aid of the Post Office Department, to inter- 
change affectionate thoughts with those who are 
faraway, to elevate and render happy, to extend 





| channels of communication, and make men feel 
| that the restraints and operations of government 
are not an unmixed calamity, but a blessing. 
He withdrew the amend ment. 
| Mr. PHELPS renewed it (he said) for the pur- 
pose of correcting some of the statements which 
| had been made by the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, in reply to some facts 


; 


| tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, [Mr. Por- 
TER,] in relation to the amount of free matter 
| transported by the mail. The chairman of the 


| ter, which the chairman of the Committee of Ways 

and Means had ‘stated to be absurd. The chair. 
main of the Post Office Committee had computed 
the annual value of this free matter at $900,000; 


‘eappeeeetineesetneenesetenenesestneesreietgenes prt 


constituents are much fonder of talking than mine. 
In that respect | freely yield the superiority to 
them. 

But he felt some curiosity to know where the 
gentieman from North Carolina had picked up his 
new-born zeal on the subject of appropriations’ 
For some years that he had had the pleasure to be 
associated with that gentleman in this House, he 
had never before discovered in him any of that 
spirit of opposition which seemed to have anima- 
ted him against the appropriation bills. And be 
could only account for it by supposing that recent 
events had had some effect in determining him 
oppose everything emanating from the General 
Government. Now he (Mr. B.) was ready ' 
give hisaid to any measures which were calcule- 
ted to sustain the Government. in its legitimate 
operations. 

In reference to the statements presented to the 
committee by she gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. 
Puewrs,] he would merely say that he was weil ac- 
quainted with the manner in which statements were 


made up at the departments, He looked only 0 | 


the report made by the Postmaster General, and 
if they were defective or ane contra 
more to say concerning them. He withdrew hi 
amendment. — 


. 
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proposed, which reduces the rates of postage to 


” Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, renewed the 

ndment. He desired to say a very few words 

on the subject of the cheap postage sysiem. As 

that subject had been brought up in this discus- 

sion, he desired to state what was the revult of his 
own experience. . : 

Mr. JONES raised the point of order, whether | 

! 

{ 

| 











i} 


ihe subject of cheap postage was relevant to his 
amendment, and whether the gentleman ought not 
, confine himself to that amendment? 

The CHAIR ruled the gentieman from Kentucky 
} er. 

oe. STANTON resumed, He remarked, that 
onthe first of July, 1845, he had been appointed 
ysimaster at Maysville, Kentucky. He, there- | 
fore, went into Office simultaneously with the com- 
mencement of the new system of low postage, and 
could speak experimentally of the eifect of that 
system upon the revenues of the department, so 
faras the West was concerned. The salary of 
the office was $2,000 per year, it being a distrib- | 
yung office. Under tbe old system of postage, the 
revenue paid to’ the department, over and above 
the salary of the postmaster, was from $1,000 to | 
$1,200. During the first year of his incumbency, | 
and while the system of low postage was in oper- 
aon, the amount received at otfice was barely 
suficient to pay the salary; and when he»left the 
office, in June, 1849, the amount of revenue ac- | 
crumg to the department from the office did not 
exceed two hundred dollars per year, although the || 
population of the place had rapidly increased 
during the whole time he was in office. If the ef- | 
fect of cheap postage has been generally to increase 
the revenue, he could only say, that so far as his 
experience went, it had not been derived from the | 
West. The offices in sparsely settled regions of 
the country had experienced no sensible increase 
of revenue, the increase of letters under the new | 
sysiem not having been sufficient to produce a 
greater aggregate of revenue than was derived from 
the old system. ‘The increase of revenue, if any 
has accrued, Ras been realized in the commercial 
cities, and not from the West. 

The effect of the system has been to deprive the 
West and ‘South of such mail facilities as the in- 
creasing wants of those regions demanded. The 
commercial cities have ali the facilities needed, | 
while the region of country in which he lived had | 
less than the public interest requires. To illus- 
traie how the revenues of the department were 
made to increase beyond the expenditures, he re- 
ferred t6 the fact, that some time since he applied 
for an additional trip upon the route between 
Covington and the county seat of Kenton county, 
Kentucky, a distance of about twelve miles, for 
which a large number of the citizens of that county 
had petuuioned, Covington is a flourishing city of 
about twelve or fifteen thousand inhabitants, and 
the service between that place and the court-house 
of the county is only one trip per week. The in- 
tercourse between the places demands an addi- 


w 


} 








onal trip. He was informed by the department (|| 


that the increased service could not be granted, 
because the office at the court-house did not yield a suf- 
Jicient amownt of revenue to pay the contractor. No 
wonder, sir, the revenues are made to appear 
greater than the expenditures, when. reasonable 
and just facilities ace withheld from the people 
upon such pretexts as this, If the system now 
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| operation of the system in the department, and ex- 


|} go into the debate on it. 














LOBE. 


y, 


c 


1489 


thousand of these speeches folded and put up for except those upon which a separate vote was 
him, which never saw the post office, but were || called for. 


packed up and distributed otherwise; and this was 
the sort of evidence on which the gentleman had 
relied to make out his estimate of the amount of 
free matter sent by the mail, 

Mr.,. BROWN, of Indiana, renewed the amend- 
ment pro forma. 
1836, reorganizing the Post Office Department, was 
pending, Mr. Kendall addressed a letter to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, remonstrating 
against specific appropriations. Yet Congress de. 
termined to make the appropriations specific, and 
had continuedtodoso. Theadvantage of this sys- 
tem is, that it limits the expenditures to the partic- 
ular objects specified in the bill. During all the 
period in which he had a connection with the de- 
partment, he had never heard any complaint of 
this system. He went.on to state what was the 


pressed a hope that the discussion would not be 
any longer persisted in. ‘There was no occasion, 
no preppy in going now into the subject of cheap 
postage. 
before the House, and that would be the time to | 
He wished that a vote 
might now be taken on the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee. He withdrew his amend- 
ment. 

The question now being on the amendment of | 
Mr. Jones, , 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Wuire and 
Preston Kine were appointed. 

The question "was then taken, and the vote 
stood—ayes 40, noes 74, 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HOLMES offered the following amend- | 


ment: 


Provided, That the Secretary of the Navy and Postmaster 
General may have power, with the consent of the mail 
contractors, so to modify the contracts as may best promote 
the interests of the entire Union, in facilitating the carrying 
of the mails between the United States and the Territories 


ta proper time that question would be || 


The question being upon the amendment to the 
| first section of the bill, (appropriating for the ser- 
| Vice of the Post Office Department for the year 
ending the 30th June, 1851, out of any moneys in 
the Treasury, arising from the revenues of the 


He stated that when the bill of || said depbartment,”’) to strike out the words “ ari- 


sing from the revenues of the said department,” 
ba to insert the words ‘** not otherwise appropri- 
ated. 


Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered; and the vote being taken, re- 
sulted—yeas 95, nays 70; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Ashmun, Baker, 
Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. 
aldwell, Caivia, Campbell, an Chandler, Cleveland, 
Cole, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, -viekey, Doty, 
Dunean, Durkee, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Gould, Grinnell, 
Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Hoag- 
| land, Houston, Hunter, Andrew Johnson, Kerr, George G. 
| King, James G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Leler, 
| Horace Mann, Matteson, McDowell, MeKissock, MeLana- 

han, Robert M. McLane, Finis E. MeLean, Meachaw, 
Moore, Nelson, Neweil, Otis, Phelps, Pitman, Potter, Put- 
nam,* Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, 
Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Sil- 
vester, Spaulding, Sprague, ‘Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, 
James Thompson, Jobn B. Thompson, Underhill, Van 
Dyke, Venable, Waldo, Watkins, Wentworth, White, 
| Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, and Wilmot—95 

NAYS— Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bayly, Albert G, 
Brown, William J. Brewn, Burt, BE. C. Cabell, Joseph Ca- 
| ble, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, Clingman, W. R. W, 
Cobh, Colcoek, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Edmnndecn, 
Featherston, Puch, Fuller,Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harriz, Haymond, Hibbard, Holladay, Howard; Hub 
bard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Jones, La Sére, Littlefield, 





|| Marshall, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, MeMulten, Mc- 


Queen, Mc Willie, Meade, Millson, Morris, Morse, Morton, 
Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Peasiee, Powell, Ross, Sawtelle, 
| Shepperd, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, 
| Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Toombs, Wallace, 
| Wellborn, Wood, and Woodward—70. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 
The next amendment was read, viz: To reduce 
_ to $70,600 the appropriation in the bill of $97,365 





ef California by steamboats. 


| for the compensation of three Assistant Postmas- 


After a remark by Mr. H., the question was || ters General, clerks, messengers, assistant messen- 


taken. 


Some difficulty occurred as to the state of the || 


vote. 


Mr. HOLMES called for tellers, and Messrs. || 


Preston Kine and Mason were appointed. 

The question.was then again taken, and the vote 
stood—ayes 30, noes 87. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the bill be laid aside 
to be reported to the House; and he gave notice 
that if the motion prevailed he should follow it up 
by a motion to take up the Civil and Diplomatic 
Appropriation bill. 

Mr. McLANE, Mr. JONES, and others, called 
for the reading of the 3d section of the bill. 

It was read. 

Pending the motion of Mr. Bayty— 

Mr. PHELPS moved that the committee rise 
and report the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the motion of 
Mr. Puevrs was firs: |.) order 

The question was taken and decided in the af- 
firmative. 

So the committee rose and reported the bill and 
amendments to the House. 





two or three cents upon letters, is to result in with- 
holding from the people of the West a proper ex- 
tension of mail facilities where they are needed, 
he hoped it would be repudiated by the House. 
His fiye minutes having expired, Mr. 8. with- 
drew his amendment. | 
Mr, PHELPS moved a pro forma amendment. | 
He repelled the insinuation thrown out by ee | 





gentleman from Virginia, the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, as to the manner 
in which statements were prepared at the depart- 
ani a me into an explanation of the mode 
in which they were required to be prepared. 

Mr. BAYLY Erie jt replied as "0 ihe item of 
speeches and documents transmitted from the 
House of Representatives by mail. The gentle- 
man from Missouri had gone to the folding room 
aa facts, Hos, every member of the House 

aware thata great number of d 
dotdatie wens great number of speeches an 
are never sent by mail. He could speak for him- 
self, and could say, that during the time he had 
been in Congress, there had been at least twenty 


up in tke folding room, which || pe read, and those upon 


And the question being first upon concurring in 
the amendments of the committee— 

Mr. BAYLY moved to amend the first section 
by adding the following proviso to the item appro- 
priating for the compensation of three assistant 
Postmasters General, clerks, messengers, assistant 
messengers, and watehmen of said department, 
| vizs 

Provided, That this appropriation shall be in lieu of any 
other appropriation heretofore made for the object contem- 
plated by this provision. 

He said that it might be necessary to adopt this 

oviso in the event of one course of action by the 
aes upon the amendments; in the event of an- 
other course it would not be necessary; and the 


Hé demanded the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 


| House could vote it down. ¢ 


| main question was ordered—being first on agree- 


to the amendments to the bill. 
he SPEAKER stated the amendments would 
which a separate vote 


. 





the others the vote would be taken together. 


was desired would be laid aside, while*upon all 


|| The amendments were read, and concurred in, 


+ gers, and watchmen of said department. 

The question was taken upon this amendment, 
and it was agreed to, without a division. 

The question was next taken and carri¢d in the 
| afficmative on the proviso to the above item, as 
| follows: 


Provided, That this appropriation shall be in lieu of any 
other appropriation heretofore made for the object contem- 
plated by this provision. 

| . . . . 
} The question now being on concurring in the 


| amendment increasing the item for temporary 

| clerks from ten to fifteen, of the following grades, 
viz: four at $1,400 each, four at $1,200 each, and 
seven $1,000 each, and increasing the appropria- 
tion therefor from $11,200 to $17,400— 

| Mr. JONES said that this amendment was for 

| an increase of officers, and he would therefore ask 

for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the ques- 
tion being taken, it resulted in the atfirmattwe— 
yeas 83, nays 79; as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Achmun, Baker, 
| Bennett, Bissell, Bokee, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, 
| Thomas B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph P. Catdwetl, Calvin, 
Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Corwin, Di: key, Doty, Duer, 
Duncan, Edmundson, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Preediey, 
| Giddings, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hammond, Hay, Haymond, 
Hebard, Henry, Holladay, Houston, Hunter, Kerr, George 
| G. King, James G. King, Jotm A, King, Horace Mann, 
Marshall, Matteson, Mc Kissock, Meacham, Moore, Morton, 
Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phamnix, Pitman, Put- 
nam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Bum- 
sey, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Sehooicratt, Shepperd, Biives- 
| ter, Spaulding, Sprague, Richard H. Stanton, Thaddeus 
| Stevens, Taylor, James Thompson, John B. Thompson, 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Watkins, White, Wiliams, and 
Wilson—23. 

NAYsS—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bay, Bayly, _Bing- 
ham, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Joseph Cable, George 
Alfred Caldwell, Cartier, Cleveland, Williamson R. : 
Cobb, Coleoek, Daniel, Deberry, Dimmick, Disney, Dun- 
ham, Featherston, Fuller, Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamilton, 
| Haralson, Harlan, [-ham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
| ?homas L. Hartis, Hibbard, Hoagland, Howard, Hubbard, 

Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Julian, 
| Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Mason, McDon- 
| ald, McDowell, MeLanahan, Robert M. McLane, MeM uilen, 
MeQuecn, McWillie, Meade, Millson, Morris, Orr, Parker, 
Peasiee, Powell, Robbins, Ross, Sawtelle, Seddon, Alex- 
ander H. Stephens, Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Waldo, Wailace, Weliborn, 
Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, Weod- 
ward, and Young—79. 

The bull was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time, and being engrossed, it was read 


the third time. 




















Ce 
ea ak cae 
by 


Ys 




















a! 


Ce a a me | on 




































































































=— 


being, Shall the bill pass?— 


i 2. 
The question now 2- 


Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question; 








it received a second, and the main question was | 
I 


ordered to be put. 
Mr. PHELPS demanded the yeas and nays on 


the passage of the bill. They were ordered; and || 


the question being taken, it was carried in the af- || 


firmative—yeas 117, nays 47; as follow: 


YEAS—-Mesars, Allen, Anderson, Averett, Bayly, Ben- 
nett, fokee, Booth, Bowie, Briggs, Brooke, Burrows, T. B. 


Butler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph: P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, || 


Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, 
Edmundson, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Puller, Gid- 
dings, Gout, Gould, Hammond, ‘Thomas L. Harris, Hay, | 
Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holladay, 
Houston, Howard, Hunter, W. T. Jackson, Julian, Kerr, | 
George G. King, James G. King, J. A. King, Preston King, | 


f 
| 
| 
Caeey, Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, Vole, Conrad, Corwin, | 
| 


Lititefiell, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McDowell, 
MeKissock, 8. M. McLane, McMullen, Mc Willie, Meachi- 
am, Meade, Millson, Moore, Morse, Morton, Nelson, New- 
etl, Ogle; Orvis, Outlaw, Parker, Peasice. Phenix, Pitman, | 
Power, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Ristey, Robbins, Rockwell, 
Rom, Rose, Romeey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, 
Sehesioraft, Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, 
Sprague, K. UW. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, ‘l'ay- 
ler, James Thompson, John B. Thompson, Underhill, Van 
Dyke, Vinton, Waldo, Watkins, Wentworth, White, Whit- | 
tlesey, Williams, Wiiniot, and Witkon—117. 
NAYS—Mesers. Albertson, Bay, Bingham, Boyd, Albert | 
G. Brown, Burt, Joseph Cable, G. A. Caldwell, Cartter, W. 
R. W. Cobb, Colenck, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Feath- 


| 


; 


erston, Gorman, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, L. G. Harris, || 


8. W. Harris, Hobbard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew | 
Johnsen, Jones, Leffler, Mason, MeDonald, MeLanahan, | 
McQueen, Morria, Orr, Phelps, Ress, Savage, 8+ ectser, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Tvombs, Venable, Wallace, 
Wetiborn, Wiidrick, Wood, Woodward, and Young—47. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. BAYLY moved toamend the bill, by stri- 
king out the words, “‘ and of the revenues of the 
Post Office Department,” kc. 

The amendment was agreed to; so the title wil! 
read ag follows: 

* A bill making appropriations for the service 
of the Post Office Department, for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1851.” 

Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote by | 
which the bill was passed, and to lay that motion | 
on the table; which motion was agreed to, =, | 

On motion, the House then adjourned. 





PETITIONS. 


The following petitions were presented under 
the rule, and referred to the appropriate commit- | 
tees: 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: The petition of James Hughes, of | 
Jackson, ‘Pernessee. 

By Mr. HAY: The petition of the Medical Society of the | 
county of Cumberland, State of New Jersey, asking tht the | 
grade of medical oflicers of the navy shall have the same 
degree of rank relatively to officers of the line in the navy, 
ax eorresponding grades of medical officers of the army now 
possess according to law relatively to officers of the tine in 


ihe army: Provided, That the assimilated rank hereby con- 
ferred shall not entitle any medical officer in the navy to in- 
creased pay, Or to take precedence of any officer who may | 
be in tegal command of any port, station, or vessel, to which 
gard medical officer may be officially attached for duty. | 

By Mr. PEASLEE: ‘The petition of D. J. Daniels and | 
others, ettizens of Northfield and Pranklin, in the State of | 
New Hampshire, for amendment of the tariif laws of 1846, 
aud the aduption of specific duties. 


LN SENATE, vy 
Wepnespay, ugust 7, 1850. 


Mr, COOPER presented the memorial of 
McKean Buchanan, a purser in the navy, asking 
indemnity for losses sustained by him in conse- 
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a résolution to goto the Committee on Finance, 
the object of which | will briefly explain. Hauteh- 
inson, who was the marshal appointed by the late 
Administration, got into his possession a large 
quantity of wheat from the farmers of Wisconsin; 
I do not recollect the amount, but several hundred 
thousand bushels of wheat came into his posses- 


| sion, as a forwarding and commission merchant. 


| Being in failing circumstances, and in process of 


defaulting to the Government, he made a sale of 
this wheat to Boalt, of Ohio. After Mr. Hutchin- 
son had absconded, the farmers of the country got 
wind that they were about to be swindled in this 
manner, and they assembled, to the number of 
about two thousand, at the town of Southport, 
with the intention of reclaiming their property. 
Boalt sued out, from the United States District 
Court for the State of Wisconsin, a writ of replevin 
to get possession of the wheat, and placed it in 
the hands of the marshal, who went to Southport 
and attempted to execute it. The persons who 
had assembled there—and I wish they had been 
more successful, for they had been egregriously 
swindled—attempted to prevent the execution of 
the writ, and the seizure of the wheat, and its 
removal out of the jurisdiction of the State, by 
this Mr. Boalt, of Ohio. The marshal found 
that he was incompetent to execute the writ; for 
these farmers, feeling themselves oppressed by the 


| Outrage committed upon them by. marshal Hutch- 


quence of an illegal order of his commanding offi- | 


cer; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
BIONs. . 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented the petition of Orris 
Crosby, asking the correction of an error in the 
act approved August 8, 1846, allowing him a pen- 
sion as a private, instead of surgeon’s mate; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

CLAIM FOR MILITARY SERVICES. 
Mr. WALKER. 


State of Wisconsin—the Washington Guards and 
the Milwaukee Guards—together with the requi- 
sition of the marshal of the State of Wisconsin 
upon the captains of these companies, together 
with the affidavits of the commanders of these 
companies, and the affidavit of the marshal of the 
Stare of Wisconsin, The aceount is for services 
rendered by the com in assisting the mar- 
shal of the State of Wisconsin in the execution by 


ah of a — replevin in the cave of Boalt and 
utchinson. In to these papers 
before the Senate, I iad accompany oneal 


} 


inson, were disposed to use every means in their 
power to prevent the wheat being taken away, for 
they had never received a farthipg for it. Under 
these circumstances, the deputy marshal, Mr. Col- 
ton, (his principal having absconded,) consulted 
the judge of the United States District Court in 
regard to the matter. The judge, as shown by 
the affidavits of the marshal, and of the com- 
manders of the companies, assured him that it was 
in his power to make a requisition upon the com- 
manders of these independent companies, that they 
should turn out and assist him in the execution of 
the writ, and the deputy marshal consequently 
made a requisition. ‘The officers, after consulting 
in regard.to their duty, called out their companies, 
marched them to Southport, a distance of thirty- 
five miles, surrounded the warehouse, and re- 
mained in attendance there for a number of days, 
until the writ was executed, and the wheat shipped 
and taken away. They then began to inquire how 
they were to be compensated for all this, and they 
found then that the judge (A. G. Miller) would 
give.them no further satisfaction, thongh in exe- 
cuting his writ, the two companions, each con- 
taining about eighty men, had been put to ex- 
pense in going to Southport. The deputy marshal 
found himseif in the unpleasant conditionof having, 
acting under the orders of the judge, called out these 
men, and being without the power of giving them 
any compensation for their services. For these 
services they sent in their account. That account 
was sulbmitied to the First Auditor, and by him 
to the First Comptrolier, (Mr. Whittlesey;) who 
has made a report, and forwarded it to one of my 
colleagues in the House of Representatives, in 
which report he comes to the conclusion that 
there is no law to compensate them, and that they 
must go uncompensated unless Congress will act 
in the matter. I desire now to presenta copy of 
the account and the affidavits to the Senate, and 
to refer them to the Committee on Finance, with 
a resolution, of which I will ask the immediate 


| consideration : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be directed 
to inquire into the expedieney of making an appropriation to 
pay the Washingion Guards and Milwaukee City Guards— 
two independent military companies of Wisconsin—for their 
services in assisting the United States Marshal of Wisconsin 


| in the execution of a writ of replevin in the case of Boalt vs. 


| an inappropriate one. 
or on the Judiciary, or, as it savors somewhat of 


Hintehinson, in the United States District Court for the Dis- 


i trict of Wisconsin. 
1 have had transmitted tome | 
the accounts of two military companies in the | 


Mr. DICKINSON. I do not rise to object to 
the consideration at this timé, but to suggest to 
the Chair and to the Senator from Wisconsin that, 
as this resolution has nothing to do with an 
money in the Treasury, the reference proposed is 
The Committee of Claims, 


military affairs, the Military Committee, would be 
more appropriate. 


Mr. WALKER. 
termining to what committee the resolution should 
be referred. 
mittee, and [ will therefore substitute the word 
** Judiciary” for ‘* Finance.” . 


1 had some difficulty in de- 


I have no preference for any com- 


Aug. a» 


. , . 
There being no objection resoluti 
considered and agreed to. ~ Hon was 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEEs, 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Commitee on Co 
merce, to which was referred House bill No mf 
being the bill to grant a register to the ba 
Pation, jr., now the Granadian bark « Bogota,” 
reported back the same without amendment. ,. 

recommended its passage. vane 

Mr. H. observed that, as the bark was no 
ready for sea, he hoped the bill might be permis 
ted to pass without further delay, ° 

Objection having been made, the motion wa 
overruled, 7 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee 
nance, to which was referred House biils 
following titles: 

An act making appropriations for the payment 
of revolutionary and other pensions of the Ujj. 
ted States for the year ending 30th June, 185). 

An act making appropriations fdr the payment 
of navy pensions for the year erfding 30:h June 
1851; reported back the same without amendmen. 
and recommended their passage. r 

Mr. D. gave notice that he would, at an ear! 
day, ask to take MP and have them disposed of. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, from the Com. 
mittee on Commerce, to which was referred the 
memorial of the corporate authorities of Lynn, 
asking the establishment of a port of entry at that 
place, reported a bill to authorize the Secretary of 
the Treasury to permit vessels from the British 
North American provinces to lade and unlade at 
such places in any collection district of the Uni. 
ted States as he may designate; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

RESOLUTION. 

Mr. SHIELDS submitted the following resolu. 
| tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That tire Committee on the Library be instruct. 
ed to examine a bronzed medal of the hate President of the 
United Siates, General Zachary Tayhor, the workmanship 
of N. Gevelot, and if, upon sueh examination, the said com. 
mtttee shall deem it worthy of the hero and the statesman 
itis intended to commemorate, that the said eommitice be 
authorized to procure as many copies of said medal as they 
may deem proper for the Library and various offices of the 
Government in the city of Washington. 

Mr. ATCHISON, in pursuance of notice, asked 
| and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of the heirs and representatives of Colonel Alex- 
ander G. Morgan; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time by iis title, and referred to the Commit 
tee on Military Affairs. 

THE TEXAS BOUNDARY. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
| the special order of the day, being the bill * pro- 
posing to the State of Texas the establishment 
of her northern and western boundaries, the re- 
linquishment by the said State of all territory 
| claimed by her exterior to said boundaries, and 
of all her claim upon the United States.”’ 

After having introduced this bill on Monday last, 
Mr. Pearce addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I think it must 
be admitted that the great obstacle in the pathway 
of our legislation during the present session hes 
| been this disputed boundary of Texas. ‘That was 
| the final difficulty of the compromise bill, and may 
| be considered as a principal cause of its defeat. | 
, am very well aware of the motives which induced 
the combination of several measures in one. | 
know it is supposed that sometimes such a union 
produces a combination of interests favorable to 
the passage of the united bill, but [ think it just 
as often happens that this union produces a con- 
centration of the elements of opposition, insufi- 
cient each one of itself to defeat the measure to 
which it applies, but which, when combined, have 
sufficient force to overthrow the whole. Besides, 
sir, | confess that it seems to me to be right that 
each measure should be determined by the consid- 
-erations which are properly applicable to itself 
alone, being neither helped nor Se by what 
relates to another subject. I have, therefore, de- 
termined to t to the Senate a bill for the es- 
tablishment of the boundary of Texas, unconnect- 
ed with any other subject. It ee of great 
importance, because it involves not only the nghts 
and claims of a State and of the United States, 
but, what is of far more i » it involves 
‘| the and of the Union, so vital to the 
| re and 7 of all of the States, and s0 
dear, | am sure { may say, to every patriotic heart. 
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The bill | present, sir, is not the result of a cal- 
culating bargain, in which the rights of each party 
have been estimated with exact precision, and 
their money-value counted at the market rate; 
neither does it disregard the rights and obligations 
of the respective partes and surrender up every- 
ching to the demands of one. I have endeavored 
frame it with a view to allow Texas liberally 
for whatever territory she may cede to the United 
Siates, a8 well as for whatever claims she may 
relinquish to the United States, to relieve her from 
the burden of obligations which have been sup- 

nsed by many to be equitably binding on the 

‘gion; and with a view also to preserve to the 
Government of the United States, an entire Ter- 
ritory, and to secure to the people of that Terri- 
tory such protection as was guarantied to them by 
the late treaty with Mexico. The bill proposes a 
boundary which | cannot suppose will be agreea- 
ble to every one. I think, however, that it is 
more free Hrompigacton than any other boundary 
which has yet been proposed, and it allows Texas 
compensation, large and liberal { edmit, but which | 
| yet think [can defend upon principles of justice, 
of equity, and of patriotism. I was very desirous 
to form a boundary, in one respect, somewhat | 
differently from the shape which | was finally 
compelled to ive it. I may remark before I pro- 
ceed that three provisions of the bill are taken, 
with some amendment and the addition of the last 

roviso, from the bill which was introduced into 
the Senate in the early part of the session by the || 
Senetor from Missouri, [Mr. Benron.] It struck 
me asa very desirable thing to avoid two difficul- 
ties. First, to give such a boundary as will avoid | 
the objection which has so often been urged by 
Southern gentlemen to other proposed bounda- 
ries, that they were proposals to surrender to the 
North territory which, by the joint resolutions || 
of annexation, and in the spirit of the Missouri 
compromise, was guarantied to the South or | 
to southern institutions. Secondly, it was very | 
desirable to avoid the dismemberment of New 
Mexico; to preserve it intact, if not in the 
whole ef ita original extent, as contended for by | 
some, at least so far as the territorial authority | 
has practically been exercised. I have endeav- | 
ored to keep both those objects in view, and I | 
think | have approximated to it, though | may ffot || 
perfectly have accomplished both. In order to avoid || 
the southern objections, I have begun the northern || 
boundary at the intersection of the 100th meridi-|| 
an west of Greenwich by the parallel of 36° 30’ | 
north latitude. That cuts off a portion of the un- | 
doubted territory of Texas. The Senate are well 
aware that by the treaty with Spain of 1819, our \| 
boundary ran up the Sabine river to the 32d par- || 
allel of north latitude; thence north to the Red riv- || 
er with the Red river to the 100th degree of west 
longitude; and thence north to the Arkansas, and 
soon. The parallel of 100°, then, was the bound- 
ary between Spain and the United States at the 
time of that treaty. By the treaty of 1828 with 
Mexico we recognized that boundary as applied to 
Mexico, and the territory west of it as belonging 
to Mexico. By the convention of 1838 with Tex- 
88, proposing to appoint commissioners to run and 
mark a part of this boundary, we recognized her as 
the owner of the soil west of the 100th degree of 
west longitude. There is no disputing, therefore— 
and if there were, abundant facts could be shown for 
my purpose—that a large area of territory, whose 
extent westward is indeed indefinite, did belong 
and does now belong to Texas. A portion of that 
territory I propose to cut off and cede to the Uni- 
ted States, but I do not propose to cut off any. of 
the territory south of 369 30'. My proposal is to 
run the northern boundary line three degrees west 
of the parallel of 369 30’, until itshall reach the 103d || 
degree of longitude west from Greenwich. The 
bill introduced by the Senator from Missouri early 
in the session, contem 
wich as the boundary of Texas on the west, and 
that boundary vas ectly satisfactory to me; 

but as it was not so to the gentlemen from Texas, 











whom it was desirable to conciliate, | yielded it, 


partly om that account, and partly because I did 
hot think it absolutely necessary to adhere to it. 


Run my eye over ‘the latest of this 
country whick I have seen, the map of Dr. Wis- 


_ lizenus, to which my attention was kindly called 


by the Senator from Missouri, I find that between 
(he meridians of 102and 103, and extending more 
than two and a-half degrees of jatitude, lies the 





plated 102° west from Green- | 











Liano Estacado, or the staked plain, of which we 
have heard before—high, arid table land, in facta 
desert, as waste and as barren of vegetation as the 
waves of the Dead Sea. If I had fixed the bound-. 
ary on the 102d degree of longitude, this arid des- 


thrown outside of Texas and into New Mexico, 
poops ® small part of it an the east, which, if it 
had belonged to New Mexico, as would have been 
the case by such an arrangement, would have been 
cut off by the desert from all communication with 
the settled parts of the country of which it was a 
portion. North of this waste the land is better, 
though I cannot say what proportion of it is val- 
uable. 
the Red river and the Canadian fork of the Ar- | 
kansas, which here are riversof Texas. The ob- 
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disarmed—an affair which made quite a disturb- 
ance between the Governments of Texas and the 


| United States for a time. Humboldt, [ think, 


ert, a worthiess tract of country, would have been 
' 


It lies, however, on the upper waters of || 


| States the northern boundary of New Mexico to 
be 38°—at least he says that it reaches from the 
| 3ist to the 38th degree of north latitade. North of 
| this projects the long, narrow neck of land which 
| reaches to the 42d parallel, our old boundary, and 
| of which it may be difficult to say to whom it did 
| belong—to Mexico or Texas. The latter claimed 
| it. It contained some seventeen or eighteen thou- 
| sand square miles of territory, important for other 
pees than tullage or settlement. Al! this is, 
| L know, not worth the ten millions which 1 pro- 
| pose to give Texas; but then we must recollect 
| that Texas has claims to other territory, which 
| she surrenders by the bill, (1 do not say “rights;” 


ject of the Senator from Missouri was to provide || | carefully make the discrimination)—to the whole 


such a western boundary for Texas as would give | 


rivers. This object is fully accomplished by the 
meridian of 103, which | have taken. By this ar- | 
rangement also a»liberal margin is left to New 
Mexico, not only to protect the present settle- 
ments, but to allow room for her expansion— 
enough to make her, in time,as population fills | 
up, @ respectable and tolerably strong State. The | 
line to the Rio Grande is objectionable, | know, to | 
some members of the Senate, and I should have 
been giad to cousult their wishes by ruaning it a 
little further south, but I find that that would meet 
with as much or more opposition. The Senate, | 
however, can change it if they please. This line 
does, to be sure, cut off New Mexico, accouding 
to the estimate of the Senator from Missouri, 
{[Mr. Benron,] to whose superior geographical 
knowledge I cheerfully defer. He proposed to 
carry New Mexico down to the mouth of the 
Puerco river, and said of the line in the campro- 
mise bill that it cut off the legs of New Mexico, 
amputated her at the hips. But there is very little 
objection now to this, because the Senate is aware 
that the recent Convention of New Mexico, which 
met to form State institutions, performed that pro- 
cess of amputation for themselves, not precisely 
at the exact line which I[ propose, but so nearly so 
as to make it not worthy the attention of the Sen- 
ate. I suppose that, inasmach*as they have am- 
putated these members themselves, it is not of very 
material consequence for us to take the trouble to 
splice them together again. Now, this line strikes 
the Rio Bravo del Norte near El Paso; according 
to several maps, a little south of El Paso. But | 
am bound to say in candor to the Senate, that more 


|| recent maps, and the one I have mentioned, made 


from actual observations, give the Jatitude of El! 
Paso as 31° 45' 50", which is about fourteen miles 
south of the liné which | propose. I should be 
very glad if | thought | could obtain the consent 


|| claim. 


of the Senate to run this line down to E! Paso, so | 


as to correspond precisely with the line adopted by 
the Convention of New Mexico. The difference, 
however, is a small one. 
itself, as the Senate knows, is not on the east side | 


The town of El Paso | 


of the river, but belongs to the State of Chihuahua, | 
in Mexico, and the settlements upon the American | 


side up to the 32d degree, do not, | take it, contain 
much population. 
Eleazario, some fifteen miles further south, form- 
erly in Chihuahua, but which by a freak of the 
river, changing its channel, is now on the east side 
and in the United States. This proposed line will 
give about half of the whole course of the Puerco 
to New Mexico, along which are valleys nearly 
parallel to those of the Bravo del Norte, which are 
suitable for settlement and the abodes of civiliza- 
tion: and I think that with this territory on the 
east side of the river, and that which is not in dis- 
pute oa the west of the river, we shall be able. to 


| form a@ State quite — enough. 


Well, now, sir, it 8 me to say to the 


Senate what there is that Texas surrenders to the | 


United States, and what other considerations there 
are which have induced me to offer the large 


doubtedly hers. It is, to be sure, a wild territory, 
without settlementy, and almost unknown to civi- 


‘lization, but traversed occasionally by her rangers 


and some trappers and hunters; indeed, | believe 
once had a conflict there with the 


There isa small settlement at | 


of the country east of the Rio Grande, The Sen- 


|| her the command of the heads of all the Texan || ate very well know that I am one of those who 


never have believed in the validity of those claims; 
but I cannot shut my eyes to the fact that there 
| are others who think that these claims are per- 
| feetly valid. While | must maintain the convic- 
| tions of my own reason, | must be deferential and 
respectful to gentlemen who entertain a different 
opinion. I know that there are many gentlemen 
on this floor who believe that Texas has always, 
from the time of the battle of San Jacinto, or 
rather the arrangement with Santa Anna, had a 
valid and just claim to the whale of the territory 
east of the Rio Grande. I also know that there 
are other gentlemen who do not entertain that 
opinion, and who, prior to the treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo, thought that Texas had no manner of 
claim to this country, but that since that treaty 
she has acquired a good right to it—-that which 
was only a claim having ripened into & title, Sach 
is the opinion of the Senator from Georgia, | Mr, 
Berrien,} whose integrity and whose parliament- 
ary and judicial ability command my most pro- 
found respect. That Senator made an able and 
ingenious argument upon this floor to prove thatf 
to be the effect of the treaty—that the limits on 
Texas not having been fixed by treaty between 
the United, States and Mexico, we are estopped 
from denying her claim to the Rio Grande. te is 
not necessary for me to go into this argument, [ 
only desire to say that all this, though it may 
not decide the claim of Texas, gives some color to 
it, at all events. Then, sir, the Government of 
the United States has never recognized her title to 
the Rio Grande country, and though the acts of a 
former Executive seem to contradict it, yet it must 
be admitted that Me. Polk and his Administration 
did in 1847 express an opinion in favor of this 
I never subscribed to the sufficiency of the 
reasons for thia opimon, and indeed held them to 
be wholly unsatisfactory; yet, when an eminent 
functionary of the Government, bound by a high 
duty in this respect, gives an opinion directly con- 
trary to my own, I do not feel, in a case like this, 
that | ought to question his sincerity, or deny all 
consideration to it. On the contrary, it isof the 
very nature of compromise to allow weight to the 
opinions of others which are adverse to our own, 
| think, therefore, that part of the proposed ten 
millions may fairly be set down to the account of 
the claims thus supported, even if we be not sat- 
ished of their validity. 

But, sir, there is another consideration, and itis 
one to which I have been exceedingly unwilling to 
give nf} assent, but to which, nevertheless, | have 
been unable to refuse it. The Senate are aware 
that the State of Texas has incurred, since her in- 
dependence, a considerable debt. They know 
also that she has issued bonds to her creditors, in 
| some of which the revenues from her customs are 
specially pledged for the payment of principal and 
interest. Upon the annexation of Texas to the 
United States, her right to levy duties upon im- 
ports was surrendered to the Government of the 


|| United Staies; so that source of revenue became 


| amount of compensation proposed in the bill. la | 
the first place, Texas surrenders all the territory | 
| north of the boundary lined have described, and | 
between it and the Arkangag river, which is un- | 


extinct, orfell into the possession of the United 
States. The revenue derivable from this souree is 
not at present large, but it is likely to become 
very large and valuable in future. | understand, 
from. authorities on which | can rely, that the 
trade of Texas at this time amounts to five millions 
of dollars « year, and that in the city of Houston 
| alone seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars’ 
|| worth of dutiable goods are consumed annually. 
| We know that the population is increasing with 


1 
; 
' 


her rangers ae : 
troops of the United States; by whom they were | considerable rapidity, and in the course of a 































































ey 


y 


sai a il | so Mie tis innetabie eae eee ce 


a 


FP ea 


cy 


5 os Scart 


> 
few 


tudl 


as would enable the State, if still in possession | 


of the revenue derived from the duty on im- || which is proposed to be paid in the bill. 
ports, to defray the interest on the bonds, and || aware that this will be considered extravagant, 
finally to extinguish them by a full payment. | especially after the expensive war in which we 
True, Texas reserved to herself her public lands, | 


but it is also true that they are at present a very 
inadequate source of revenue, and likely to con- 
tinue so for some time, When a State pledges her 
revenue, it is with an understanding that the cur- 
rent expenses of the governmentshall be deducted, 


THE 


years will swell up to such an amount || { with others differ as to that, you will have 


| 
i 
} 
| 


|| the cession, as many think, and as I think, of 
part of this very eee still, taking all these 
| considerations together, I t 

| made out, on which every Senator could justify | 


because, if not, the government, unsupported by | 
fiecal means, could not exist; anarchy would en- || 


sue, and the responsibility and obligations to the 
creditors would become absolutely valueless. 
sir, these creditors, to whom the revenues of Texas 
were pledged for the payment of their bonds, must 
undoubtedly have hed ween that source of reve- 
nue; they must have looked; not to the present 
productiveness of these Texan sources of income, 
but to their future productiveness; and although 
they had no legal right to compel Texas to appro- 


‘| stronger with me than all these, quite as strong | 
Bat, || 
| strange to sa 
| the peace and harmony of the country, which rests, | 
| | believe, on the proposition now before the Senate. 
| F do not mean to say, nor have | the vanity to sup. | 


| to the welfare of the country, and to its peace and 


priate the revenue derived from that source to the || 


peyment of the bonds, and are utterly powerless to 
compel the United States, yet the very fact that 
they are powerless, that they rest entirely upon 
moral force for the performance of these obliga- 
tions to them, gives them a higher claim to the 
equity and consideration of the Congress of the | 
United States. 
mortgage, because I do not suppose the operations 


| the country, and of the dissensions which disturb 


_can I doubt that the people of the United States 


I will not liken it to the case of a | su 
| patriotic and so important to them. 


of the Government can be likened to a mortgage, || 


being things different in their natures; but, so far 


| ritorial dispute of Texas has brought about a4 


as there is any analogy at all, it is undoubtedly in || 


favor of the case which | now present. The cred- 
jtors.of Texas had a moral ¢laiin, at all events, 
upon the duties on imports into Texas. Those 
duties have been taken by the United States, under 
the terms of annexation; and, although there wus 
a speciabetipulation in the joint resolutions of an- 
nexation that these creditors of Texas should not 
e'aim of the United States Government the pay- 
ment of these duties, yet it may well be doubted 
whether that agreement between the United States 
and ‘Texas can release the United States from its 
moral obligation to the creditors, or whether, these 
duties having been specifically pledged by Texas 
for the payment of these bonds, it is not the duty 
of the United States; at all events, to make some 
compensation to theae creditors. Well, sir, this 
being the case, I think | am perfectly safe in say- 
ing that the Congress of the United States need 
never expect to get rid of the claims of these cred- 
itors of Texas until they are paid. Considering 
the vast extent of Texas, the large population 
which must soon fill her settlements, that her pro- 
ductive capacity will soon be quadrupled, and that 
her ability to consume will keep pace with increas- 
ing production, we must see that no inconsiderable 
tribute to our Treasury will flow from the customs 
duties on Texan commerce. It is not a suiflicient 
answer to say that without annexation Texas 
would have had no security, and therefore no in- 
crease of commerce, for we know that her inde- 


' there has been any justifying cause for this. 


| tion of their claims. 


| diffused. This cofidition of things is threatening 
| the peace of the Union. ( 
| at once, unless we are willing to see discord pre- 
| vailing, and the strength of the Government tried 
| in the collision between State and general authori- || 


| ble to such considerations. 
|| any one the absolute necessity of doing something 


eee would have been acknowledged by || 


exico on the condition of eternal separation from 
the United States; and that if this scheme, guar- 
antied by England and France, had _ into 
operation, she would soon have gathered strength 
and grown in prosperity. 
ber that when we were opposing annexation, one 
prominent objection was that we should come 
under obligations to 
of her bonds was exhibited in the Senate, and we 
were told. to mark the pledgeand heed the liability 
which would devolve on us. All these are con- 
giderations which have weighed with me in deter- 
mining the amount of ten millions allowed in the 
bilt. 


reached the aggregate amount of the ae 
am 


have been engaged and more especially when | 
we consider the fifteen millions to be paid for 


hink a fair case is 


himself to his conscience for allowing the sum 
proposed. But there is another consideration, 


even as the claims of justice, though it may seem 
so; and that is, the consideration of 


pose, that any measure of mine is so important 


harmony, but 1 do believe that the quiet of most 
of the discontent which pervatles one portion of | 


the harmony and threaten the peace of all, cannot 
be hoped for until the passage of some measure ef- 
fecting the object which I have in view. Neither | 


will cheerfully give from their vast resources 
the sum which is proposed for an object so 
Sir, we | 
cannot close our eyes to the fact that this ter- 


state, of things of the most alarming character. It | 
cannot be denied that a feeling of great discontent | 
prevails in Texas. It is useless to ask whether 
The 


Right or wrong, there is a general be- | 





fact is so. 


not allowed; and that the power of the General | 
Government is interfering with their own vindica- | 
The counsels of wisdom and | 
moderation are not likely to subdue the exaspera- | 


| tion of feeling to which various causes have brought | 


the people of that State. Sympathetic feelings | 
prevail in some of the southern States, and it is | 
difficult to say how far the inflamed spirit may be | 


It should be terminated 


ty, which cannot now be avoided, except by some 
such healing measure as this. No one can doubt | 


| that we ought to arrest these evils at once, to re- 


lieve the country now from the agitating questions | 


| which impede the public business from day to day, 
|| which stop the ordinary current of legislation, and | 


threaten to stop the wheels of Government, if not | 
to result in a dissolution of those bonds which | 
constitute us one people. Sir, | cannot be insensi- | 
I feel ae strongly as | 


to put an end to a question which menaces us with | 
consequences so serious, if not fatal. I shall be | 
perfectly satisfied if the bill which I have presented | 
be modified by the Senate in any manner agreeable | 


| to them, if it will accomplish the purpose for which 


| it was designed. 


Besides, sir, lremem- | 


y a partofherdebf One | 


There is another subject to which I must ask the 
attention of the Senate for a few moments, and 
that is the proviso attached to the last clause of the 
bill. .1t has been proposed by some that the Uni- | 


| ted States should reserve to itself the right of dis- | 


tributing the money we may vote to Texas among | 


| her ereditors, but | have put no such provision as 


'| that in the bill, and for several reasons. 


In the 


| first place, 1 do not wish the United States to be- 


I have been furnished with a statement from the | 


office of the Auditor and Comptroller of Texas, | 
which gives the names of the holders of ail Texan | 
bonds for which the revenue from import duties | 
was specialiy pledged, and the amounts of prin- | 
cipal and interest respectively due to each, calcu- 

lated up to some time in 1848. The aggregate | 
amount is $4,045,027 14; which, by this time, as | 
the interest is at the rate of ten cent. per an- | 
num, must be about four millions ahd a half. !f to_ 
this sam, which equity strongly calls on us to al-— 
low, we add a liberal amount for the territo 

which Texas undoubtedly cedes, and allow liber- 
ally also for the territory which she claims, and 
which some think she is justly entitled to, though 


| debts, that you suspect his honor, and wi 


come a commissioner in bankruptcy for Texas; | 
and in the second, | do not want to place Texas 
in the condition of appearing to be obliged to be 
placed in the hands of a commissioner of bank- 
ruptey. It seems to me that while it would be im- 
politic in us to undertake that which we have not 
the means of doing properly, Texas can, with 
safety to her creditors and honor to herself, make 
this distrtbution. 1t would also be an indignity to 
the State of Texas. Sir, one of the highest affronts 
that could be offered to an honest man, would be 
to say, when he has ample means to discharge his 
not 
trust him with the money devoted to this purpose. 
It is quite as offensive, undoubtedly, to a State, tu 
suppose that she will be faithless and fraudulent in 


| 


|| lief that they have claims which are‘valid, though | 
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a settlement with her creditors. 1 am a 
to make such an imputation on Texas, eare 
in the least her honor or the honor of her |.” 
lature. Tam willing to submit the matter to he 
decision, and to let her settle with her creditors 
with the means withwhich we have provided }, m 
But I admit, at the same time, that it is velit «: 
guard the Treasury of the United States from the 
contingencies which may flow from this meas, ? 
if Texas should not adopt this course, or if Texs, 
were to ‘settle with her creditors, not in fy!) = 
upon a reduction of their claims for principal and 
interest due by them, even with their assent. Iti 
possible that at some future time these creditors, 
even after having consented to take seventy five 
cents in the dollar, if that can be supposed may 
come back on the government of the United State 
and demand the full amount. I propose to Seard 
against that, and for that purpose I have intro. 
duced the last proviso in the bill. It provides that 
of the ten millions of five per ceat. stock, to be 
issued after the State of Texas shall have assented 
to these terms, and signified her assent in proper 
form to the Government of the United States, we 
shall retain five millions until such timeas a full 
release shall be filed in the Treasury of the United 
States, by the creditors holding those bonds for 
which the duties on the customs are pledged. The 


|| arrangement rendered necessary by this proviso 


may easily be effected by these creditors and Texas. 
On the presentation of these claims, (and f believe 
they all have been presented under the act of the 
Legislature of Texas of 1848, which called upon 
the creditors to exhibit their claims,) the amount 
of which is furnished in the statement I referred to 
not long ago, to the treasury of Texas, it is per. 
fectly competent for Texas to give them orders for 
stock on the Treasury of the United States, for the 
amount to which they may be entitled, by any ar. 
rangement which may be agreed upon between 
them. And these orders, being filed in the Trea- 
sury Department, will be ample security to the 
United States, and protect us from the possible de- 
mands to which I have referred. The necessary 
details can be prescribed by the authority’of the 
Treasury Department. 

I have now, Mr. President, noticed briefly all 


| the features of the bill which I have presented. | 


hope it will pass, because I feel sure that its pas- 


|| sage will immediately remove the most trouble. 


some of the causes which have disturbed our lezis- 
lation during this long and weary session. That 
out of the way, we may hope to dispose of the 
others speedily; and give quiet, content, and har- 
mony to the counwy. . 


On Mr. Pgarce’s motion, the bill was then or- 
dered to be printed and made a speciat order. 


On the bill being taken up to-day, it was read a 
second time and considered as in Committee of the 
Whoke. ° 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I feel constrained, Mr. 
President, to consume some of the time of the 
Senate in my opposition to this bill. 1 will get 
through what I have to say with as much speed as 
L possibly ean. lam one of those who, I sup- 
pose, may, to some extent, be held responsible for 
the defeat of what has been denominated the com- 
promise bill. When the Senator from Georgia 
offered his amendment to that bill, after the vari- 
ous fluctuations and manifestations of imbecility 
on the part of the friends of that measure in chang- 
ing positions, and in changing frontas soon as the 
amendment was offered to the bill, | entered my 
protest against it. The Senator from Maryland 
who introduced the measure now before the Senate 
has the responsibility of having made the motion 
for which | voted, and which, according to the 
friends of the compromise bill, ended in the de- 
struction of that measure. He has had his share 
of censure for the loss of that bill, and 1, less dis- 
tinguished and more humble than he, have escaped 
from public notice, and from the colossal weight 
of this responsibility. * 

But, Mr. President, from the beginning of that 
measure down to its final termination, if the com- 
mittee had ever thought proper to fill the blank 
which we were told at some = other in the 
progress of that bill was to be filled, I intended to 
submit to the Senate some 8 on the sub- 
ject. The bill having been disposed of withovt 
the blank ever having been filled, and the same 

ition in substance, with a slight modifica- 
tion, coming up under the bill offered by the Sena- 
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aliees Maryland, it seems to me that the occa- 
- has now arisen for my taking that general 

of the subject which I had always contem- 
iad taking, and upon which I wish to stand 
before MY constituents at home. 

There is one aspect, sir, in regard to the ques- 
on of slavery that can never be so disposed of as 
prevent agitation. So far as it is a moral and 
weligious subject, and so far as men have differed, 
jo differ, and will continue to differ in regard to 
the institution upon moral and religious princi- 
es, there is no possibility of ever ending, either | 
in this or in any other country, agitation upon this | 
subject. In that respect, sir, It Is like the uestion 
‘of the Hindoo religion, or the Mahomedan reli- 
yion, or any other religion upon which men in 
diferent ages have differed. In that respect, it is 
ike the question of government, whether it shall be || 
monarchical, aristocratical, or democratical. Men || 
in all ages of the world have continued to differ | 
on these subjects. And so in respect to slavery. 
There is no way in which it is possible that agita- 
tion and discussion, and public speeches, can be 
nat down. ‘I do not, therefore, look to this bill as || 
any remedy for that. That is a condition of things | 
for which there is no possible remedy, unless you | 
can silence the thoughta and speeches of men. || 
What, then, sir, in reference to the mere question 
of slavery, will this bill accomplish, even if it 
should pass? The few remarks | have made show | 
that you cannot prevent the operations of the 
minds of men, or silence their tongues upon the 
subject. If the bill should pass, what will it ac- 
complish in reference to the institution ? It can 
only have one of two effects, and it is not possible || 
for itto have any other. The one is, that it may | 





enlarge the territory on which you may place slave || 


population, and the other is, that it may restrict | 
the territory on which you may place that popula- | 
tion. ok 

Now, sir, which of these effects will it have? | 
Will it enlarge the territory? If it does/it may be 


said, according to the arguments whith have been || 


made on this subject, in this Senate, that it will 
commend itself to the southern mind; that they | 
must go for the bill because it would enlarge the 
area of slavery. If it restricts the area of slavery 
and converts into free soil that which perhaps 
might otherwise be slave territory, then i wears 
an aspect in which it will commend itself to the | 
northern mind, and make them go for the bill. 
Now, which of these two purposes will this bill | 
accomplish? Can any one tell? Sir, it depends 
entirely upon ulterior steps, which it will accom- | 
plish. It depends upon the legislation of this body.| 
for the Territory, if you choose to assume the | 


jurisdiction of legislating on the subject of slavery, || 


or it depends upon the legislation of the people of | 
the Territory themselves, after,you have separated 
it from Texas. And how will they decide the | 
question? Does anybody know? [t cannot be | 
told, because it depends upon ulterior legislation, | 
either on the part of Congress or on the part of the | 
people of the Territories. In reference, then, to 


|| ritory to sell. 





the restriction or extension of slavery, this bill 
settles nothing—establishes nothing. It does not 
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saw a vote taken here the other day, every south- 
ern man, I believe, except niyself, voting that the 
Rio del Norte was the true boundary between 
Texas and the United States from its mouth to its 
source, and every nowhern man voting that it was 


not. 
Mr. MANGUM. I beg pardon for interrupt- || 


ing the gentleman, but I think I have never given 
any such vote. If I did, | misunderstood the ques- 
an That isnot in accordance with'my opinion 
at all. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Perhaps the Senator 
from North Carolina [Mr. Mancum] was not in 
the Senate at the time. That, at any rate, was the 
tendency of the vote, if Ll understood it. He might 
not have been here; and perhaps the language 


| which | used when I said “ every northern man ”’ 


and every ** southern man ”’ should be regarded as 
hyperbolical. 1 do not know that every Senator 
from these two sections of the Union was in his 
seat at the time. 


possible, and in what | have got to say to tell a 
plain tale. The vote to which I have just referred 
was a vote in the main—lI did not say every north- 
ern or every southern Senator, without exception. 
But it wasa vote in which geographical position 


| seemed to regulate the opinion and belief of Sena- 


tors. Now, sir, when the minds of men, upon 
matters of law and fact, are governed en masse by 
geographical position, it argues very unfavorably, 


try. 


be taken on its own merits as a question of boun- 


half, or five millions of it, not to be issued till the 
Government shall have received assurance that the 


| creditors of Texas have been paid and are satis- 


fied. Now, sir, that is based upon the idea that 
we are to purchase territory from Texas—upon 
the idea that Texas owns something whigh she 
hasaright tosell. It is based, therefore, upon 
the double idea that we are to purchase territory 
from Texas, and that Texas has a title in the ter- 
My first remark, Mr. President, 
upon that subject is this: If Texas owns this 
country | do not want to buy it. If she owns it, 
I want her to keep every foot of it.. If Texas 
owns this country, it is slave territory; and | 
have differed with others upon this floor upon this 
subject of extending slave territory. I conscien- 
tiously believe that the extension of slavery over 
territory, when you cannot increase the number 
of slaves by that extension, will operate to the 
relief of those States which have a superabundant 


very, as I most sincerely trust they may, this ex- 


hold out to the people of the United States either | tension and division of the slave population will 


that it shall be or shall not be free or slave terri- 
tory. How then does it settle the question of sla- | 
very in reference to the Territory? I do not see 
how it does it. 

Well, sir, if it will neither produce a cessation 
of discussion on the subject of slavery in the pul- 
pit, in the press, on the stump, or at the fireside; 
if it accomplishes none of these purposes; if, upon 
the face of the bill, it neither says it shall be free 
territory nor slave territory, does it not leave the 
whole question perfectly afloat so far as refers to 
the question of slavery? It does, sir. Then, sir, 
with these remarks it seems to me that we ought 
to y out of view ali connection whatever between 
the Thuch-mooted question of slavery and the pro- 
visions of this bill. You ought to look upon them 
as wholly distinct and disconnected; because if 
you look at them closely you will see no connec- 
tion between the question of slavery and thé ob- 
ject of this bill, and there can be none, as | have 
already shown in the few words I have addressed 
to the Senate. It is suggested to me by a friend 
that there ought to be no connection between them. 
i think we ought to settle 
the boundary ~of xas 
disconnected with the 

But what have we 





of slavery. | 
upon that subyeet? We 





help them to get clear of that description of popu- 
lation. But, sir, | believe further: I believe that 
the Constitution of the United States was formed 
when slavegy existed ina majority of the States 
forming that Constitution. Upon the face of the 
Constitution itself it is shown that the existence 
of slavery was not regarded as an institution which 
prevented the operation of the National Govern- 
ment for national purposes in any respect what- 
ever. I believe that the great powers which ex- 
isted in the National Government could be made 
to operate beneficially for the people of the United 


I do not mean to do any injus- | 
tice to any Senator, but | mean to be understood if 


it seems to me, for the proper interests of the coun- | 
But, sir, to say that the question of slavery | 
|| has nothing to do with the opinions of gentlemen | 
upon this subject, and to say that this bill should | 


dary, wholly and entirely disconnected with the || 
question of slavery, is to say what is perfectly | 
true; and in this point of view, | will proceed to 
| examine it. 

Sir, this bill proposes to pay to Texas ten mil- |) 
lions of dollars, in a stock to be issued by the 
Government, bearing five per cent. interest, one || there can be no obstruction. 
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| difficulties and contests by treaty stipulations, as 
| exists in the Constitution of the United States in 
| regard to the t purposes for which the pation 
|| was formed, leaving all their local matters to be 
_ settled by the local governments, and that the Gea- 
eral Governments shall settle all those questions for 
which they seem so well adapted. Sir, there is 
| no difficulty in dividing out the powers of govern- 
\ ment, and confining each to the performance of 
|| different functions. You see examples of it daily 
| and hourly in cach State. , You see your county 
corporations and your township corporations, and 

| you see in operation in the same township the 
|| laws ef that township, and the laws of the county, 
j and the laws of the State, and perhaps those of 
|| the United States, too; and all this results from a 
| division of power. And there is nothing incom- 
| patible with the exercise of the distinct functions 
|| of these various governments, if they will only 
separate those powers which belong to the whole. 
Now, sir, slavery has nothing to do with all this— 

|| nothing whatever; and the diffusion of it will not 
\\ obstruct the accomplishment of those great pur- 
|| poses for which the National Government was 
| formed. I then say that, if this territory belong 
|| to Texas, and Texas holds it, it is slave territory; 
|| and | am for permitting it to remain as slave terri- 
| tory; and Lam for opening a door, so far ae it ia 
| in my power, to let Kentuckians or any other peo- 
| ple go into that territory with their slaves. For 
|| this reason, therefore, | cannot give my assent to 
the purchase of this territory in order that it may 

be converted into free territory, if that is to be the 

result. I then say again, if this country belongs 

to Texas, I do not want to buy it. I do not want 

to give her ten millions, if it is her country, for the 

chance, after making the purchase, of converting 

itinto free soil. I- know that, if the country be- 

| longs to her, I am perfectly safe. 1 know that 
|| the views | possess—if the country belongs to her, 
and you will permit it to remain with her—will 
| be carried out literally, perfectly carried out; and 
But, sir, if she owns 








| 





'| slave population; and I believe that if Kentucky || 
and some other States are ever to get rid of sla- || 


States, as well without as with the existence of 


slavery, or as well with its existence as without 
it. Sir, the institution of slavery is a domestic 
institution. 
is locally confined, and, like most domestic insti- 
tations, has nothing whatever to do with the ex- 
ercise, on the part of this Government, of the 

reat and general powers for which it was created. 
t has no more to do with the general 


owers of 
the Governm@nt than would the institution of 


polygamy, if a part of the country was inhabited 
by Mehcmetien, Sir, | hope 1 abe the day—it 


u principles wholly || may not happen in my lifetime, bat I hope to see 


it—when there will be that harmony and union and 
concert among the nations of the earth to settle all 











| it, and she sells it, and we pay ten millions for it, 
| what will happen after it ia sold 1 do not know, 
| and nobody can tell. 


I have my opinion, but it 
is useless to speculate; and--— 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I will ask the Senator from 


| Kentucky whether he will permit me to suggest to 
| him thatthe hour has arrived for taking up the 


California bill? and also whether it will not be in 


| order to move that the Senate now proceed to the 


consideration of that bill? 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have no objection; but 


| I wisu to say that | have entertained these views 
| for a long time, and it appears to me that the time 


has now arrived for their expression. 1 have col- 


| lected fact after fact which have never made their 


appearance in this Senate yet; | have document 


| upon document which have never been referred to 


yet; and if I did not suppose that | know some- 
thing that never yet has been noticed, and which 
I think is entitled to great consideration on this 
question, I would not speak at all. I dislike, 
above all things, the repetition for the thousandth 
time of the same worn-out idea. But ldo know 
that there is a great deal of matter in the little 


| budget I have before me which never has been 


brought forward, and which has much to do with 
the question. But | will give way, and let the 
gentleman make his motion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of this bill till half-past eleven 
o’clock to-morrow, in order that the Senate may 


| proceed to the consideration of the bill forthe ad- 


mission of California. 
The question was taken on the motion to post- 


| pone, and it was agreed to. 


THE ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 


| bill for the admission of California as a State into 
, | the Union. 
It is limited to the territory where it |, 


Mr. YULEE resumed the speech which was 


| interrupted yesterday by an adjournment, and 
| spoke for two hours and three quarters. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, then requested him 
to give way for a motion to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject until to-morrow. 

Mr. YULEE assented. 

Mr. DOUGLAS called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. YULEE said, as the yeas and nays were 
called for, he should prefer to procecd, and he 
hoped his friend from Mississippi would withdraw 
his motion. 
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with- 





Mr, DAYIS, of Mississippi, declined to 
draw his motion. _. ; : 

The PRESIDENT put the question on the de- 
mand for the yeas and nays, and they were or- 
dered, and, being taken, resulted as follow: 

YEAS-—Mesgrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, B 
rien, Butler, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Downs, 

‘o te, Hanter, King, Mason, Morton, Sebastian, Soulé, 
Turney, and Yulee—19. 

NAYS-—-Mesers. Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Bright. Cass, 
Clarke, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge 
of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Ewing, Feich, 
Greene, Haintin, Houston, Jones, Norris, Pearce, Phelps, 
Seward, Shields, Smith, Sprhance, Sturgeon, U pham, Wales, 
Watker, and Winthrop—320, 

Mr. YULEE then proceeded with his remarks, 
and having epoken half an hour longer— 

Mr. DAWSON rose and said: If my friend 


1 
| 
} 


| 


from Florida will give way, I will move an ad- | 


Journrment. 

Mr. YULEE. 1 would rather owe nothing to 
the courtesy of the Senate. | am very much 
oblized to the Senator from Georgia, nevertheless. 

Mr. DAWSON. In justification of my sug- 
gestion, | will remark that it muat now be clearly 
perceived that the speech of the Senator from Flor- 
ida is not made to delay the action of this body. 
it is a speech which is replete with important facts, 
and tt is a courtesy which is due to every member 
that he should be allowed to present the facis 
which he has collected, with more convenience to 
himself, 

Mr. DICKINSON. lconcur with the Senator 
from Georgia that it is evident the speech of the 
Senator from Florida is not made against time. 1 
was desirous to hear him yesterday; | am anxious 


‘| upon this subject. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 





| they will have to come to the issue, What are the action upon this bill 
|| rights of. minorities ?—an issue, which, | think, is 


| 


not consonant with the character of an intelligent 
Congress. My friend from Georgia, [Mr. Ber- 
| RIEN,) as all Seas has asgumed a position to- 


er- || wards this subject which requires that he should 


be heard. Indeed, he has already intimated that 
| he shall ask to be heard, and if the majority are 


|| determined to force us to a conclusion to-night, to- 
| night that Senator must be heard. 


I see indica- 

tions that we are to be forced to a final vote; but 
| as the Senator from Florida has not finished, and 
'as he is already much exhausted, I shall feel 
| bound to resort to all the means which the parlia- 
| mentary law provides for his relief. 1 hope he 
| will take his time and do himself and his subject 
| justice. I give notice that I shall avail myself of 
| every parliamentary motion, and upon them I shall 
| continually call for the yeas and nays, if the course 
| indicated by the majority is persisted in. 
| sorry that Iam forced to do it, but I see that-a 
| contest is to be forced upon us, to compel us to 
| take a vote, and thereby preclude the speech of 


| my friend from Georgia. The Senators from Geor- || 


gia, or one of them at least is bound to speak 
The Senator from Louisiana 
[Mr. Soure) has also given notice that he too wishes 


|| to speak; but I allude particularly to the Senators 


‘| from Georgia, who are under an uncontrollable 


to hear him to-day, and if not convenient for him | 


to finish, | shall be willing to hear him again to- 
morrow. But, at the same time, there is an ex- 
pression to which he has give utterance which | 
hope he will withdraw, inasmuch as it places some 
Senators under a sort of duress, and that he will 
consemt to am adjournment. 

Mr. YULEE. Lam much obliged to my friends, 


“necessity to address the Senate on this subject. I 
| will not undertake to admonish Senators, but they 
may depend upon it that there is wisdom in justice 
and magnanimity. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Reference having been made 
to me by the Senator from South Carolina, I am 
| induced to say, on behalf of my colleague and 
| myself, that the posttion of the State which we 
| represent is such as to make it the duty of one of 
| us to show distinctly to the Senate the grounds 
_ upon which that State places her opposition to the 

passage of this bill. 


but } cannot giveway. What Isai, | said coolly Senate before, but I have spoken to amendments, 


and deliberately. I speak frankly. What | said 
was called forth by what occurred around me; and 
I now say that | shall feel myself bound to use 


every proper parliamentary means to avert so | the ‘ 1 
| advocate this bill, believe that the circumstances | 


great a calamity as 1 see is to be forced upomthe 
country and upon mankind, | will proceed with 
my remarks, 

Mr. BUTLER rose and essayed to address the 
Senate. 

Mr. YULEE. I prefer to go on now. 

tle then continued his speech for about half an 
hour longer, when he was interrupted by 


|| without desiring to produce any excitement, | wish | 


' and have not spoken to the general merits of this | 


| or the compromise bill. 
my State. 
Whether the Senate, or those gentlemen who 


I must fulfill my duty to 


| are of sufficient urgency to jpstify them in with- 
| holding the usual courtesy; whether they believe 
| it to be their duty to compel me, in the fulfillment 
| of my duty to my State, to address an exhausted 

Senate, when I am not in a condition to fulfill that 
| duty to my own satisfaction, 1s a question which, 


Mr. BAUGER, who requested him to give way || respectfully to submit to the body for its decision. 


for a metion to adjourn. 


f the Senate shall think proper to compel me to 


Mr. YULBE replied, that he certainly was suf- | proceed to-night, | will obey their order in the ne- 


fering from a soreness of throat, and, besides, a || cessary fulfillment of my duty. 


But if they shall 


note had been put into his hands which induced | be willing to pursve a different course—and I as- 


him to give way. ; 

Mr. BADGER said that some consideration was 
due to the Senator from Florida, and he hoped 
therefore that the Senate would not object to an 
adjournment. 


vir, YULEE, I hope the motion to adjourn 


| 


will not be put upon the ground of courtesy to me. | 


Mr. DOUGLAS called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered, and were as follow: 


YEAS~—-Mesers. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Berrien, 
Butler, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, 
Downs, Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Norris, Sebastian, 
Soulé, Vaderwood, and Yulee—19. 

NA YS--Messre. Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Clarke, Da- 


vis of Mussachusetta, Dayton, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, | 


Ewing, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Seward, Shiekis, Smith, 
Sprnmnee, Sturgeon, Upham, Wales, Ww 
and Whiteumb—22, 

So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

Mr. BUTLER, I move that the further con- 
sideration of the subject be postponed until to- 
morrow at one o’clock; and I have a word to say 
upon Vhat subject. Idid not intend to take part 
in tnis debate, but I now feel bound to say a few 
words, The Senator from Florida has not occu- 
pied the’attention of the Senate before, but he has 
now gue us the benefit of his deliberations ina 
speech which, when it shall be published, will be 
found to be the vehicle of much valuable informa- 
tion. He has spoken pertinently and to the par- 
pose, and | hope that the courtesy usually extended 
under such circumstances is not to. be violated 
under the sanction of numbers. If gentlemen 
choose to resort to such a course, I think they 


alker, Winthrop, | 


sure the Senate that I desire to allay all excitement 
| and agitation—it will afford me great satisfaction, 
The vote was then taken upon the motion to 
postpone, and it resulted as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Berrien, 
| Butler, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, 
|- Downs, Foote, Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Norris, Rusk, 
Sebastian, Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, and Yulee 


\| 23 


5 
—23. 


chusetis, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, 
Douglas, Ewing, Feich, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Phelps, Sew- 
ard, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Upham, -Wages, Walker, 


| 
} 


|| Winthrop, and Whitcomb—23. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. SOULE. I move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 
r. DOUGLAS called for the yeas and nays, 





‘| and they were as follow: 


YEAS—Mesers. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Berrien, 
Butler, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Downs, 
Foote, Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, and Yulee—2l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Bradbury, Bright, Clarke, Davis 


of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of 


lowa, Douglas, Ewing, Feich, Greene, Hale, Hamlin 
Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Upham, Wales, 
Winthrop, and Whitcomb—24, 

So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

Mr. FOOTE, by general consent, laid upon the 
table an amendment which he desired hereafter to 


Pheips 
Walker, 


offer, - 
Mr, ATCHISON. I move to postpone the fur- | 


ther consideration of this subject until to-morrow 
at twelve o'clock; and | will take occasion to say 
that my opinion is, that by agreeing to that motion 


will find, certainly contrary to niy inclination, that |! and then adjourning we shall not postpone final 


1} 
| 
} 


I have briefly addressed the | 


NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Bright, Clarke, Davis of Massa- || 
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yond ad 
are only prowess Swen een een 
Mr. PHELPS. three! [Laughter 
_ Mr. ATCHISON. Only three, 80 far as I , 
| informed. ™ 


Mr. PHELPS. Im gratified i 
ones la er x earn (Re. 
r. HISON. Italwaysgives me 

to gratify the Senator from | apne any 
sir, that if we take the usual course in reapeet “ 
this bill we shal! come to an end in the course st 
a day or two, and certainly with mugh more com 
fort to ourselves than if the course shall be pursued 
| of which we have had indications. I have seen 
_ nothing that even approaches a factious oppositien 
| to this bill, or to the wishes of a majority of the 
| Senate, No man can with truth say that the 
| Senator from Florida has taken up as much time 
| as several other Senators on this on and when 

he intimates to the Senate that he is unable to go 
on and do justice to himself without endangerin 
his own health, 1 think we may with propriety 
grant the indulgenee asked for, and even then get 
a vote upon this bill in the cou.se of a week, | 
do not think it is a matter of vital importance to 
the thirty States of this Union, or to the people of 
California, either State or Territory, that the bij 
should be pushed through the Senate one, two, og 
|| three days sooner or later. If any Senator can as. 
|| sign a good reason for this undue haste I should 
like to hear it. 


| Mr. DAYTON, 





| 
j 
| 


Will the Senator fiom Mis- 
souri and his friends say that if we consent to an 
adjournment now, the vote shall be taken to-mor- 
row? If so, 1 will vote for an adjournment a 
once. 
|| Mr. SEWARD. On the day after to-morrow? 
|| Mr. DAYTON, Yes, if they will even say 
that the vote shall taken the day after to-morrow, 
|| L will vote for an adjournment, . 
|| Mr. ATCHISON. Jam not authorized to des- 
| ignatea day; but Ican say for myself that! do not 
|| expeet to make a speech, long or short. I shail, 
| however, insist upon the rights of those gertlemen 
|| who think that they will not have discharged 
|| their duty until they have placed their views be- 
| fore the Senate and the country. I must, how- 
| ever, remark that the course of the Senator from 
| New Jersey, and some others who act with him, 
is most astonishing. It has been remarkable 
| from the time of the acquisition of the Mexican 
| territory to the present hour. What, sir, can be 
| operating upon the mind of the Senator from New 
Jersey? Why is he now 80 anxious, with such 
| yousual haste, to give laws.to California? My 
memory runs back, with some degree of distinct- 
ness, to the beginning of the business. And what, 
sir, has been the course of the Senator from New 
| Jersey? Permit me here to say, that I cast no 
| censure upon my friénd from Itlinois, (Mr. Dove- 
|| LAS,} and these who act with him, for they have 
|| liberally come forward to give laws to California 
| and the Territories acquired from Mexico; but the 
Senator from New Jersey has been heretofore a 
bitter opponent to California and to the Territo- 
ries. When the Clayton compromise bill was 
| before the Senate it met with his determined oppo- 
sition —— 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Mis- 
| souri is not im order, 

Mr. ATCHISON. Am I not in order in trying 
to show what has been the course of the Senator 
| from New Jersey, and that there are reasons for 
that course? . 

The PRESIDENT. The question is simply as 
to the Prounee. of postponing the further consid- 
eration of this bill. © 

Mr. ATCHISON. Well, sir, when I get 
through, you will see the force of my argument. 
Sir, 1 will not detain the Senate five minutes long- 
er; but | desire to say that the Senator from New 
Jersey voted against the Clayton compromise bill, 
and did ail in his power to defeat it. ‘The Journal 
will show it, and he, [ presume, will not deny it. 
He is too candid to deny what | have stated. 
Then again, sir, the Senator from Wisconsin 
[Mr. Waker] introduced a proposition as an 
amendment to the civil and diplomatic appropr'- 
ation bill to give governments to the Territories. 
Did it meet with favor from the Senator from New 
|| Jersey, and those who are now acting with him? 
No, sir. He opposed it with all his energy, vigor, 
and talent, and he has as much or more than ordi- 
nary men. But now, sit, what is the course 
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h he pursues? During the last three or four 
we see him, and those who act with him, 
‘yg this bill for the admission of California 
each haste that the ordinary courtesies are 
to be extended to the Senator from Florida, to 
mr. him to deliver a speech which he has pre- 
gable him to ¢ : ; . ; 
waned upon this question. Sir, | will detain the 
Senate no longer than to say that itis my firm 
wietion that this bill will be passed the sooner 
.. ordinary course be pursued and the common 

{the ordinary a eesti his f 
wortesies be extended to tors on this floor. 

Mr. DAYTON. A single Word, not to add fuel 
w ihe flame or give cause for additional remark. 
iris true 1 op the omnibus bill, and voted 
yainst the Clayton compromise bill. Everybody 
jnows that those bills embodied a vast deal more 
ihan this bill, and, from the beginning of the ses- 
gon to the present time, I have always declared 
nyself favorable to the admission.of California, 
wd no man knows it better than the Senator from 
yissouri. I am accused of a want of a proper 
disposition 
porida, Now, as I remarked yesterday and 
again to-day, I am willing to give to-morrow and 
ihe next day to him. hy, | am one who just 
proposed to extend every courtesy to him, and I 
have only to ask his friends to say when the vote 
shall be taken upon this bill. 

Mn ATCHISON. I will only repeat that I am 
not authorized to make any arrangement as to 
when this debate shall be brought to a close, but 
it will be at no distant day, if it is in my power. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. They may want 
io speak themselves. , 

Mr. ATCHISON. Yes, sir; and I should be 
reluctant to cut off any gentleman who may desire 
togive his views. But io return to the old topic. 

Why would not the Senator give California a ter- 
ioral government? And why would he notgive 
the other territories acquired from Mexico territa- 
rial governments? . When the Clayton compro- 
mise bill was proposed, which was nothing more 
than to give governments to the ‘Perritories, why 
did he not sustain it?) Why, the reason is obvi- 
ous. Every man who was*pres€nt knows that 
there was but one reasof, and that was because 
the Wilmot proviso or some prohibition of slavery 
was not incorporated in the bill. That was the 
reason avowed on the floor of the Senate, and 
noveother. Why did not the Senator vote for 
the proposition of the Senator from Wisconsin, 
which invested a President elected by the party 
to which the Senator belongs, a moderate man, 
and one in whom he and his party had the utmost 
confidence, with the power to organize territorial 
governments? Why did not the Senator sustain 
that proposition? And | might ask, why has not the 
Senator sustained all other propositions that have 
in view the Object, and that alone, to give Cali-s 
fornia and the other Territories acquired from 
Mexico a government? But now California pre- 
sents herself as a single measure—for her dignity 
is not at all assailed by a connection with any 
other measure whatever—with her constitution 
exi wins slavery from the whole territory upon 
the Faciic—— ~ 

Mr.PHELPS. Tam reluctant*to interfere with 
my friend from Missouri, but I desire to ask him 
and the Chair whether this discussion is in order? 

Mr. ATCHISON. Very well, sir; in order 
that my friend from Vermont may be still further 
gruiiied, 1 will cut off my remarks just™at this 
ume, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The friends of California 
seem to have devolved on me the duty of calling 
the yeas and nays, and a good many who yester- 
‘ay left me without quorum have asked me to 

ni now. I therefore call for the yeas and nays 
gain. 

Mr. BADGER. I second the call. ; 

Mr. TURNEY. We will give them to you. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and the ques- 
ton being taken, resulted as follows: 

i PAS—Messrs. Atehison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Bér- 
*0, Builer, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dick- 
ents tk Foote, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, King, Mason, 
ney, Underwood, Waller, and Yulee 2?” ppm. 

AYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, 


os Ur Clarke, Coop- 

*, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dani of Wisconsin, 

poige of Towa, Dougias, Ewing, Felch, .e, Houston, 
yess Phelps, Sewa: ields, Smith, Spr 

Winthrop—24. 


Wales, Whitcomb, an 
the bill was agreed to. 


So the motion to 
Pe DAVIS, of ppi.. Let us have an 


ecutive session. 


vbic 
days 


to extend courtesy to the Senator from | 


| Chair whether the resolution under which the 


| for the reading of the resolution under which the 








Mr. BADGER. 1 move that the Senate ad- 


journ. . 
The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspar, August 8, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, rose and addressed 
the Chair. - 

RULES OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. JONES rose and said, that he rose to a 
privileged question, or a question of privilege, he 
did not know which—probably both. The Com- 
mittee on Rules had instructed him to report an 
amendment to the 34th rule, to come in at the end 
of the rule. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, submitted to the 
Chair, whether this was a question of privilege, or 


| a privileged question. 


The SPEAKER was understood to say, that 


| the Chair did. not know that it was either. 


Mr. JONES desired to be informed by the 

Committee on the Rules was appointed, did not 

authorize the committee to report at any time? 
The Speaker net replying on the moment— 
Mr. PRESTON KING was understood wo call 


committee was appointed. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said he objected 
to the reading of the resolution. . 

_ The SPEAKER said, the Chair would exam- 
ine the resolution under which the committee was 
appointed. 

Mr. ASHMUN was understood to suggest, that 
under the resolution authorizing the appointment, 
the committee was at liberty to report at any time. 
Such was his impression of its terms. 

Mr. JONES. My own recollection of the res- 
olution is that the committee have authority to 
report at any time. 

The SPEAKER repeated that the Chair would 
examine the resolution. 

Mr. JONES. Whiist the Clerk is looking up 
the resolution, I will call for the reading of the 
amendment. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, objected. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made to the 
reading. ‘ 

Mr. JONES. Why, even if | had asked the 
reading of the amendment as a mere privilege, | 





| naenens it would be read for information. 


r. INGE hoped, he said, that it would be 
read. , 

The SPEAKER. It is necessary to refer to the 
Journal, in order to examine the resolation under 
which the committee was raised. The Chair has 
sent to the Cierk’s office for the Journal. 

Mr. POTTER. I hope the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Jones} will give way for a mo- 
ment, that | may be permiued by the unani- 
mous consent of the House, to report the general 
post-route bill. Every member of the House is 
interested in it. Avnd it is very long. 

Objection was made. : 

Mr. POTTER. All | ask is, that the bill shall 
be referred, and ordered to be printed. 

The objectidh was persisted in. 

A pause of several minutes followed, whilst the 
Sinker was examining the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair finds that the res- 
olution under which the Committee on Rules 


was appointed, was adopted on the 27th of De- |) 


cember last, in the following words: 

‘Resolved, That the rules of the House of Representatives, 
as they existed at the close of the last session of Congress, 
be adopted until the 15th day of January next, and that a 
standing committee of nine members be appointed, to be 
styled the Committee on Rules, whose duty shall be to take 
into consideration and report apon ail subjects and matters 
referred to them, or having relation to the rules of proceed- 
ing in this House.” 

The SPEAKER continued. The Chair is clear- 
ly of opinion that this resolution does not make 
a‘report of the Committee on Rules a ques- 
tion of privilege, or a privileged question, nor give 
power to the committee to report at any time. The 

tleman from Mississippi |Mr. Brown} had 
recognized by the Chair, and yielded the floor 
to the gentleman from Tennessee, |Mr. Jones. } 

Mr. JONES desired to be informed by the Speak- 
er, whether the Chair had placed the Committee 
on Rules on the list of committees ,to be called for 
reports? , 


; 
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The SPEAKER was understood to say, that 
the Chair had recognized the Committee on Rules. 
as a select committed. 

Mr. ASHMUN expressed the hope. that those 
members who desired to see the public business 
transacted would insist on the call of the commit- 
tees for reports being continued until the Com- 
mittee on Rules should have been reached, so that 
the report might be introduced. 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Missis- 
sippi (Mr. Brown] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ASHMUN., | cali for the regular order of 
business. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I ask the onan- 
imons consent of the House to introduce a reao- 
lution. 

Mr. ASHMUN insisted on the regular order of 
business. 

Mr. BROWN asked that the resolution might 
be read for information. 

Objection was made, and the regular order of 
business was insisted on. 

Mr. POTTER now renewed his motion for 
unanimous consent to report the general post-route 


|| bill. 


Messrs. ASHMUN and GOTT. insisted on the 
regular order of business. 

So the report was not introduced. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY rose (he said) to a question 
of privilege. He asked the House to excuse him, 
on account of ill health, from further service as a 
member of the Committee on Elections. 

Mr. McG. was excused. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of business 


| is called for. 


Mr. STRONG addressed the Chair. 
Proceedings were suspended for some moments, 


until order was restored. 


Mr. STRONG then said, that it was very im- 
portant that the vacancy on the Commitiee on 
Elections should be filled without delay; and he 
therefore moved that it be supplied by the Speaker. 

No objection having been made, it was ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved that the 


| rules of the House be suspended, and that the 
| House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union. 














Mr. ASHMUN. 
voted down. 

Mr. McLANE. I beg leave to say, that I have 
made this motion with a view to 

Calls to order. 

The SPEAKER. No remarks are in order. 

Mr. McLANE, 1 suppose the House will al- 
low me to state that the bill which | desire to have 
taken up is 

Calls to order. 

Mr. McL. resumed his seat, 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. McLane, and decided in the negative, with- 
out a division. 

So the House refused to go into Committee of. 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

‘The SPEAKER then proceeded to cal) the com- 


I hope the motion will be 








| mittees for— . 


REPORTS. 
Mr. HOLMES desired to be informe?! by the 
Speaker, whether it was now in order to move to 
take up the bill making appropriations for ceridin 


| fortifications ? 


The SPEAKER said the motion was not in or- 
der and could be received only by unanimous con- 
sent. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- 
mittees for reports. 

MESSENGERS, &c. 

Mr. McDONALD, from the Committee on Ac- 
counts, reported the fuliowing resoluuon: 

Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be authorized to employ 
one messenger and two scavengers ip addition to the nuw- 
ber of the employees now authorized by the resolution of 
the House, 


Mr. McD. explained and supported the resoly- 
tion ina few remarks, aod concluded by moving 
the previous question. lt was seconded, the main 
question, ordered, and, being put, the resoluuon 
was adopted. 

Mr. McD., also, from the Committee on Ac- 
counts, reported the following resolution, viz; 


Resoived, ‘That the Sergeant-at-Armes be authorized to 
continue in his employment a Clerk during the present (on- 
giess, at a salary of fuur dollars per day during the time ae- 
tually employed. 

Mr. McD. made some remarks in support of 
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the resolution, and concluded by moving the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. JONES said he hoped the motion would 
not be insisted upon. If the gentleman would 
withdraw the mouonphe (Mr. J.) would renew it. 

Mr. J. p , (ander the supposition that 
the demand for the previous question had been 
withdrawn.) It wouid be recollected (he said) by 
every member of the last Congressyand he knew 
it would be recollected by the Speaker-—— 

Mr. McDONALD here interposed, and said 
that he had not withdrawn the demand for the 
previous question, 

Mr. JONES. It was certainly understood that 
the gentleman had withdrawn. 

A good deal of conversation followed, when, on 
the etatement of Mr. McDonaxp that he had not 
withdrawn the demand for the previous question, 
the Speaker said, the Chair must recognize the 
previous question as pending. 

Mr. DUER raised the question, by what author- 
ity the Committee on Accounts had reported this 
revolution? He submitted that the subject-matter 
of this resolution did not come within the legiti- 
mate range of the business of that committee. 

Tne SPEAKER expressed the opinion that the 
Commitiee on Accounts was authorized to make 
the report. 


Mr. INGE inquired of the Speaker, whether the 


gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Jones} had not 


taken an appeal from the decision of the Chair in 
reyard to the right to the floor? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair does not so un- 


derstand 

Mr. JONES, it appeared, indicated an appeal, 
but did not insist upon it. He moved that the res- 
olution be laid wpon the table; and on that motion 
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Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to effer a resolution, 
which he sent to the Clerk’s table, that it might be 
read for information. ‘ 

The SPEAKER suid, the resolution could only 
be read by’ unanimous consent. 

| Objection was made. 












So the resolution was not read, 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended, 
| and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked the 
yeas and nays; which were refused. 
| And the question having been taken, and deci- 
| ded in the negative, the House refused to go into 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


THE INDIGENT INSANE. 

Mr. BISSELL, from the select committee to 
which had been referred the memorial of Miss 
Dix, reported a bill, making a grant of public lands 
in the several States of the Union for the relief 
and support of indigent insane persons. 

The bill having been read twice by its title— 

The SPEAKER said, W hat disposition does the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Bisse..] propose to 
make of the bill? 
| ~ Mr. BISSELL (scarcely heard) was understood 
/to indicate his desire that the bill should be put 
| upon its passage. 

The SPEAKER said the bill would be read. 
‘it appropriates 10,000,000 of acres for the object 
contemplated. 

Mr. BISSELL called for the reading of the re- 
| port which accompanied the bill. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that 
the bill and report be referred to the Committee of 
1 the Whole on the state of the Union. 











he asked the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were refused. 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative—ayes 60, noes 86. 

So the resolution was not laid on the table. 


The question recurring upon seconding the de- | 


mund for the previous question, was taken, and 


decided in the affirmative—ayes 116, noes not || 


counted. 

So there was a second. 

The main question was ordered, being on the 
adoption of the resolution. , 

Mr. STANLY called for the reading of the res- 
olution. 

The resolution was read. 

Mr. CLINGMAN demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, were—yeas 131, nays 54. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. McDONALD moved to reconaider the vote 
just taken, and to lay that motion on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. McDONALD, the same order 
was taken in reference to the resolution previously 
reported by him and adopted. 


THE FOLDING ROOM, 

Mr. McDONALD also reported, from the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, the following resolution, which 
was read: 

Resolved, That the messenger in charge of the folding 


rooui be allowed the sum of three dollars per diy, in lieu of 
his present compensation, 


Mr. CARTTER (Mr. McD. yielding the floor) 
offered the following amendment, to come in at the 
end of the resolution, viz: 

** And thatthe folding room of the House be, andis hereby, 
placed ander the supervision and control of the Committee 
on Accounts, and that John Thomas Clements be dec!ared 
the superintendent thereof, with power to appoint assist- 
anis, not exceeding three, (subject to the sprevel of said 
committee,) at the per diem compensation of messenger.” 

Mr. McDONALD briefly explained the pro- 
pristy of the resolution, and moved the previous 
question, 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved to lay 
the resolution on the table. 

The resolution and amendment were read. 

The question being on laying on the table— 

Mr. CLARKE add the Speaker, and was 
recognized. 

The SPEAKER stated that debate was not in 
order. 

The question was taken upon the motion of Mr. 
Srsevens, and was decided in the aflirmative— 
ayes 93, noes 46. ‘ 

Se the resolution was laid on the table. | 


|| TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
|| (Mr. Brissec.) is entitled to the floor, and has 
| asked that the report which accompanies the bill 
| might be read as a part of his speech. 
| ‘The report was read. 
The Clerk then proceeded to read the memorial 
| of Miss Dix, and had read it in part—when 
Mr. BISSELL suggested, that, as the memorial 
| was quite long, the reading should be dispensed 
| with,” 
|| Ordered accordingly. 
| Mr. BISSELL then inquired of the Speaker 
| whether, if the bill should be made the special or- 
| der for a particular day, it would have priority 
| over other business on that day ? 
| ‘The SPEAKER assented. 
Mr. STANLY expressed his preference that 
\| the bill should be put upon its passage now; but 
| if that could not be done, then, he suggested, that 
| it should be made the special order for some par- 
ticular day. He believed it to be a bill which 
would command a more nearly unanimous vote 
than any measure which had been submitied to 
| the consideration of the present Congress. 

Mr. MARSHALL would not object, he said, 
to the bill being put upon its passage. But he 
had an amendment which he desired to offer, and 
which he would ask might be read for ififorma- 
| tion. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Be it further enacted, That the States may appropriate 
the proceeds of any Jands herein granted, as to them may 
seem fil, tor the benefit of institutions already established, or 
hereafier to be erected, for the care and education of the 
blind, provided such appropriation shall at no time exceed 
one half of the annual proceeds from said land. 

The amendment having been read— 

Mr. BISSELL said: Do | understand the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky [Mr. Marsmazt] to ob- 
ject to making the bill the special order? 

Mr.MARSHALL. No—I merely desired that 
the amendment might be read. 

Mr. BISSELL said that the Committee on 
Public Lands was considering a bill embracing the 
object contemplated in the amendment of the gen- 
Uleman from Reatuek ys Mr. Marsnatt.] 

Mr. MARSHALL. [ understand the gen- 
Uleman from Llinois [Mr. Bisset] to say that, 
independent of this large grant of land for the use 
of the indigent insane, the Committee on Public 
ae intend to report a bill for the benefit of the 

ind? 

Mr. BISSELL. I s0 understand. 

_ Mr, COBB, of Alabama, asked that the resolu- 
tion authorizing the Committee on Public Lands 
to reporta bill for the relief of the deafy dumb, 
blind, and insane, might be read. 


























Aug..8 
Mr. ALBERTSON (far on the rich: «r.. 
Chair) was understood to inquire, + had _ 
committee was instructed to report a bill ? 7 

Mr. BISSELL said it was. 

te is 

rr . If there is no objec 

— this bill the or order for beeen . 
ular day, its will not be £ 
Mr. a jaded Pressed to-day, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, 
have an amendment which I give notice of my | 
tention to offer, and which I ask may be read . 
information. i cannot, from merely hearin, na 
bill read, designate the precise point at whieh , 
should come in. I will do so at the proper ti 

The amendment was read, as follows: a 


Provided, That in any case. when a grant 
heretofore been made to any one ofthe Bintes rn tn 
purposes, as set forth in this bill, that the same shall be 
taken and counted’as a part of the quantity of land to wi, 
such State shail be entitled under this act. a 


The amendment having been read— 

Mr. BISSELL said that no such appropriatio 
as that referred to in the amendment of the a 
tleman from Mississippi,[{Mr. Tuomrsoy] had 
a oa to a of the States. 

r.8 interposed, and requested } 
B. to yield the floor hve few ‘abeliaias aes: 

Mr. BISSELL yielded. 

Mr. SEDDON proceeded. ! merely desite 
express my earnest hope that this bill will not be 
pressed to its passage at this time, but that some 
mode will be adopted by which it can be proper! 
examined and considered. I hope that it may u 
referred to the Commi'tee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, or that it be made the specia! 
order for some particular day. It is a bill for the 
disposition of ten millions of acres of the public 
lands. It proposes the application of the public 
lands to a purpose entirely new—one in relation 
to which the gravest doubts must exist in the 
minds of many members as to the power of Con. 
gress so to dispgse of them. I trust that a meas. 
ure so important, affecting the public domain so 
largely, and which introduces a most important 
and novel precedent, will not be passed without 
proper examination and reflection. For my own 
part, | have merely had the privilege of hearing 
the bill read. I-have not had any opportunity to 
examine it. I confess it strikes my sense as un- 
constitutional, and a total departure from the 
proper province and functions of the Government. 

But | do not wish to enter into a debate on the 

merits of the bill at this time. I merely appeal 
to the House to allow time for a fair consideration 
before it is finally acied upon. 

Mr. BISSELL. If this were the proper occa- 
sion for entering upon an examination of the ob- 

| jects and merits of the bill, [ hold that nothing 
Would be easier than to show, upon indubitable 
authority, that there is nothing in it which in the 
slightest degree comes in conflict with the Const- 
tution of the United States. This, however, is 
not the occasion. At the suggestion of many of 
the friends of the bill, as well as others, | propose 
Thursday of next week as the day for which it 
shall be made the special order. 1 hope there will 
be no objection. 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio, rose and objected. 

Mr. BISSELL. I believe I have the floor. | 
Mo to say a very few words in relation to this 

Ca 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, asked Mr. B. to yield 
the floor, to allow an amendment to be read which 
he (Mr. C.) proposed to offer to the bill. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

That no State shall be competied to locate any land of a 
less value than wwe present minimum price ; and when land 
cannot be found in any State subject to sale of the value of 
$1 25 per acre, then it shall be lawful for said State ot 
States to locate their proportion of land upon any of te 
public land of the United States not otherwise appropnales, 
nor subject to preémption right. 

Mr. BISSELL resumed. If I can have the 
tention of the House for a few moments, | wil 
give my understanding of the character and malt 
eatures of this bill. It proposes to approprisl® 
ten millions of acres to the different States of (¢ 

Union—— . ; 

Mr. DUER interposed, and said, he would like 
to hear the remarks of the gentleman from IIlino's 

[Mr. Bisseu1,] but there was so much confusiot 

that it was im to do so. ; 

Mr. BAYLY rose, and addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The 

[Mr. Bisse] is entitled to the floor. 
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SSELL was about to proceed. 
» OPEAKER. The gentleman will suspend 
-. remarks until order is restored. 
Pus BAYLY. Iclaim the floor. The morn- 
‘ hour has expired. I move that the House 
med to the consideration of business on the 


yr ag table. 


SPEAKER. That motion is in order. 


ir, BISSELL. I hope the motion will not be 






ipsitted On. ; 

The SPEAKER stated the question. - 

Mr, STANLY invited the Speaker to state the 
eect of the motion (if it should prevail) upon the 
Wy SPEAKER. The effect of the motion to 

eed to the consideration of business on the 
geaker’s table, if it should prevail, will be that 
oe pill will go on the’ Speaker’s table, and come 
gp in the order of bills on their engrossment. 
The question was then taken on the motion of 
Wir. Bayt, and, by ayes 68, noes 61, was decided 
in the affirmative. 

S the motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. BISSELL, submitted by con- 
gent, the bill and accompanying report were or- 
jered to be printed, 

And then the House passed to the consideration 
of business on the Speaker’s table. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter || 


fom the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
astatement of the amount of money paid in each 
ear since 1790, out of the Treasury of the United 
Bites, to be expended in the District of Colum- 
bia, &c., in compliance with a resolution of the 
House of the 26th of July; which, on motion by 
Mr. Bavty, was laid upon the table and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. DUER moved that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union. 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Boyp in the chair.) 


CALIFORNIA. 
The CHAIRMAN announced that the Presi- 


order. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to lay aside the California 
message, with the view to move to take up the 
Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation Bill. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the California message was laid aside. 

OREGON LAND TITLES, &c. ' 

Mr. THURSTON said he wished the com- 
mittee to bear with him while he briefly stated the 
reasons for a motion which he desired to make. 


| 


tI 


i} 





| 


: ; + || withdraw his motion. 
dent’s message in regard to California was first in |! 


j 
| 





They are asking me, why it is that Congress so de- | 
Napuy and I sa aaa yf the right hand and left. 

Congress nullified all their || “™s"atin 
laws affecting the title to lands, leaving them no | 
ree or farms but what is found || 
in the law of force. Our people have been loyal— | 
have waited long and 
licitly in the generosity of the nation, and now, 
must say it, sir, they are beginning to fear, and | 
to fear justly, that another session of the patri- | 
archs of the country is to pass without relieving | 
their fears or gratifying their hopes. 


Two years 


in Oregon uncertain and vexatious. 
I learn that Governor Lane has resigned his office, | 
who, it gives me great pleasure to say, has dis- | 
charged the duties of his office with great prompt- | 
tude, fidelity, and ability in every respect; but, | 
learning he had been removed, and daily expect- | 
ing his suecessor, he has, for reasons not known | 
to me, disrobed himself of his gubernatorial gar- || 
ments, which were by no means dishonored by 
| the manner in which they were worn. 
| cessor has not yet been heard from, though the 
time at which he was expected has long since | 
elapsed. 
unless those duties are discharged by the Secre- || 
| tary of the Territory. This, then, is the state of 
| #ifairs there, andeit is not to be wondered that I 
feel deeply for the welfare of this people, who 
have intrusted their interests to my hands: and 
God forbid that by me they should ever be ne- || 
| glected, deserted, or forgotten. 


ask the committee to sustain my motion, and to 
take up the bill. 
House, * Yes, let us have Oregon—oh, take up 
the Oregon bill—Oregon must be attended to.’’) | 


donations of the public lands to settlers in Ore- |! 
gon, &c. 


making appropriations for the civil and diplomauc 
expenses of the Governinent for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1851. 


committee migtft have both motions before them 
| and select between the two. 


| and diplomatic appropriation bill. 
} 
| agreed to. 


geueral of the publie lands in Oregon, and to pro- 
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ago, the 


patiently——have confided im- | 


| 
All these things conspire to render everything | 
By this mail, |) 


His suc- 


ti 


Oregon, then, is without a Governor, || 


I] 
In view of these facts, | must most earnestly 


(Crizs from all parts of the 


He moved to take up the bill No. 250, making | 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. BAYLY moved to take up bill No. 334, || 


Mr. THURSTON appealed to Mr. Barry to 
Mr. BAYLY said, he made the motion that th® 


The question was put on the motion of Mr. 


| Barty, (being first in order,) and was decided in 
| the negative. 


Sv the committee refused to take up the civil 


OREGON LAND TITLES. 
The motion of Mr. Tuursron was put and | 


So the bill ‘*to create the office of surveyor 


He was aware that any statement of reasons was || Vide for.the survey, and to make donations to 


not in order, except by the unanimous consent of 
the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the gentleman 
could proceed by universal consent. 

No objection being made, 

Mr. THURSTON said: It is well known to the | 
committee that over two months have elapsed since 
the Oregon land bill was considered by this com- 
mittee, When the committee rose from its former 
sitting on this bil, and the House adjourned, it 
was well known and fully understood, that 
there was a general understanding in the House | 


| settlers Of the said public lands,”’ was taken up. 
| 
} utes rule did not prevail ? 


5 








that the Oregon land bill would be the next busi- | 
ness in order after the California bill should be | 
completed. But it was equally well understood, 
that at that time no one had the most distant idea 
that the California bill would have been delayed so 
‘ong. That bill had been laid aside day after day, 
for the consideration of other business. Now, sir, 
tis laid aside again, and 1 move to take up the 
Oregon land bill. 
lis too well known, I am sure, for me to re- 
mind the committee, that the people of Oregon 
have been living and waiting in that Territory for 
the last twelve years, without being able to get a 
tide to land on which to bury them- 
oe Every mail w eens me from that 
» brings me intelligence of the complaints 
of the people, and the distractions which prevail, 
y reason of being left by this Government in such 
a uncertain state as to their land, and land titles. 





out was —_ , : 
Section five was read, as follows : 


Mr. WENTWORTH inquired if the five min- 
‘The CHAIRMAN ‘stated that the committee 


| were now acting under the five minutes rule, the 
eneral debate having been closed. 


The CHAIRMAN stated that the pending ques- 


tion was on the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Porrer,} to strike out the fourth sec- 
tion. 


The-fourth section was read, as amended when 


the bill was last ap. 


The question being on the motion to strike out, 
Mr. THURSTON said: Mr. Chairman, | move, 


merely pro forma, to strike out this part of the 
an caine relating to American half-breed In- 
dians, to enable me to say a word upon the mo- 
tion now under consideration, which is to strike 
out the whole of the fourth section. ‘That motion, | 
sir, was made by the gentleman from Ohio, be- || ® 
cause the committee had incorporated an amend- 
ment into it requiring all foreigners to produce rec- | 
ord evidence of the completion of their naturali- _ 
zation, before they should get a final patent for 
their land. This being the 
to strike out the whole section, | simply have to | 
say to the committee, that | hope the motion will 
not prevail, and wili withdraw my amendment. 


ground of the motion 


question was taken, and the motion to strike 


> 


] 











Sec. 5. and bedt enacted, That to all white mate 


(American citizens) citizens of the United States, or persons 
from the United States 


. and who shall have made 


of intertion to become such, above the age of 


twenty-one years, emigrating to and setting in said Terri- 
tory between the first day of December, eighteen huudred 
and fifty, and the first day of Deeember, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-five, and to all white male American citizens, not 
hereinbefore provided for, becoming one-and-twenty sears 
of age in said Territory and seuling there between the tines 
last aforesaid, who shall in other respects comply with the 
i foregoing section and the provisions of this law, there shall 
be, and 

tion, or one hundred and sixty acres of land, if a single man; 
or if matried, or if he shall become married within one 
year from the time of arriving in said ‘Territory, or within 
one year after becoming twenty-one years of age as afore- 
said, then the quantity of one half-section or three hundred 
and twenty acres, one half to the husband, and the other 
half to the wife in her own right, to be designated by the 
surveyor general as aforesaid: Provided, always, That uo 
person shall ever receive a patent for more than one dova- 
tion of land in said Territory in bis or her own right. 


ereby is, granted the quantity of one quarter see- 


The Committee on Public Lands had reported 


| an amendment to strike out the parts inserted in 
|| brackets (] and to insert the part in italics. 


The question was taken and the amepdment waa 


, agreed io. 


Sections six, seven, eight and nine, were read 


and passed without amendment or objection. 


Section ten was next read. The part in italics 


|| being the proposed amendment of the Committee 
| on Public Lands, 


Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That there be, and 


hereby is, granted to the Territory of Oregon, the quantity 
| of two townships of land in said ‘Territory, west of the Cas- 
cade mountains, and to be selected in legal subdivisions, 
after the same has been surveyed and offered at public sale, 
|| and in quantiites not less thun one section or siz hundred and 
| forty acres, by the Legisiative Assembly of said Territory, 
| in such manner as it may deem proper, one to be located 
| horth and the other south of the Columbia river, to aid in 
|| the establishment of a University in the Territory of Oregon, 
|| in such manner as the said-Legi-lative Assembly may direct, 
the selection to be approved by the surveyor general. 


Mr. THURSTON moved to amend the amend- 


|| ment by striking therefrom the words * and offered 
|| at publie sale.” 


r. T. said he wished to say but a few words, 


as but a few were necessary to convince the com- 
| mittee that it should prevail. 
recommended by the Committee on Public Lands 
Mr. Chairman, to the bill introduced by the Com- 
| mittee on Territories, made a reservation of two 
| townships of land for the endowment of a univer- 
sity; but the amendment was so framed as to ma- 
| tertally lessen the value of the reservation. 
'| Land Committee’s amendment authorized a selec- 
tion of the jiand after the public lands ghould be 
surveyed, and offered at public sale. 
Chairman, the bill under consideration is a dona- 
tion bill. and it is contemplated to be kept in foree 
|| for five years, during which time it was not in 
| contemplation to bring any of the public lands 
of Oregon into market. 
|| of the Land Committee was to prevail, without 
| amendment, no selection could be made for five 
| years, or while this bill was in force, whereas it 
is extremely desirable that the selection should 
|| be made as soon after the lands were surveyed as 
| possible. 
hence I hope it will prevail. 


The amendment 


The 


Now, Mr. 


Hence, if the amendment 


My amendment accomplishes this; 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
The question recurred on the amendment of the 


commitiee as amended. 


Mr. VINTON moved to amend the amendment 


of the Committee on Public Lands, by striking 
out all of the amendment after the word “ sur- 
| veyed.” 


The committee rose informally, [and a message, 


in writing, was received from the President of the 
| United States, by the hands of Roseart G. Camr- 


| BELL, Esq.] 


session. 


he committee then resumed its 


After a brief explanation by Mr. VINTON— 
The question was taken, and the amendment to 


| the amendment was agreed to. 


The question recuring on the amendment as 
mended, was taken, and decided in the affirmative. 
So the amendment of the committee as amended, 


| was agreed to. 


Section eleven being under consideration, as fol- 


|| lows: 


Sec. 11. And be it further enated, That what is known 


as the “ Oregon City claimy’’ excepting the Aberne tity island, 
shall he set apart and be at the disposal of the Legisiative 
'| Assembly, the proceeds thereof to be applied by said Legis- 
| jative Assembly to the establishment and endowment of a 
|| University, to be located at such place in the Territory as 
|| the Legi 
That : 
| by Doctor John McLaughlin previous to the fuurth day of 


tive Assembly may designate: Provided, howe 


ver 
| lots and j 


ts of Jota in said claim, sold or donated 


eu yop 
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March, eighteen hundred and Ve be confirmed 
to the purcha-er or donee, or their B, to be certified to 
the Commissioner of the General Land e by the sur- 


veyor general, and patents to issue on said certificates as in 
other cases: Provided,” &c., &c. 

Mr. THURSTON moved the following amend- 
ment, to come in after the word “ island,” viz: 
* Which is hereby confirmed to the legal as- 
signees of the Williamette Milling and Trading 
Company:”’ 


The question was taken, and the amendment | 


was agreed to. 


Sections twelve and thirteen were read, and 


pessed without amendment. 

The bill having been read through— 

Mr. FITCH said, he had an amendment to pro- 
pose as an additional section, which was necessary, 


and which met with the approval of the Delegate | 


from Oregon. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 


Buco. —, And be it 
or lands reserved for satines, shall be liable to any claim 
under and by virtae of the provisions of this act. 

Pending the question on the amendment of Mr. 
Firca, 


On motion by Mr. WHITE, a verbal amend- || 


ment was made on the thirteenth section. 
The section was read, as follows: 
Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That all questions 


~ atising under this act shall be adjudged by the surveyor | 
general, on the principles of justice aud equity, subject to 


the right of appeal by suit, or otherwise, to the courts of 
the Territory, by the party aggrieved; and it shall be the 
duty of the surveyor general, under the direction of the 
Commisstoner of the General Land Office, to cause proper 


tract books to be opened for the lands in Oregon, and to do || 
and porform all other acts and things necessary and proper \| 


to carry out the provisions of this act. 


Mr. VINTON moved to amend the thirteenth | 
section, by striking out the words, ‘“ subject to || 


the right of appeal, by suit or otherwise, by the 

court of the Territory by the party aggrieved.” 
Mr. V. briefly explained his amendment. 
Some conversation and explanations followed, 


in which Messrs. VINTON, SACKETT, STE- 


VENS of Pennsylvania, and THURSTON, par- | 


ticipated. 
Mr. THURSTON said: Mr. Chairman, if the 


gentleman from Ohio will withdraw his amend- | 


ment, I will renew it, if insisted upon, after my 
explanation. The gentleman withdraws it, and I 
renew it, for the purpose of explanation. The 
reason why the thirteenth section was added to 
the bill, was based on a preéxisting state of things 
in Oregog. For the last five years the people of 
Oregon have taken and held their claims by virtue 
of a clause in the organic act of the late provis- 
ional government. That organic act required cer- 
tain things to be done, not now necessary to be 
etated, 


claims. Those disputes were frequently taken 
into the courts of the county, and adjudicated on 
legal principles. Now it was thought proper by 
the Cammittee on Territories, as well as the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, in the House and Senate, 
to provide, firet, that the surveyor general should 


decide the case, when a dispute arose about con- | 


fiicting boundaries, before a patent should issue. 
Bat the section also provides, that in case either 
party is dissatisfied with his judgment, he may 
appeal to the courts of the Territory, where the 
dispute would be decided by the evidence in the 


case, regulated by the law governing in such cases | 


under the provisional government of Oregon. My 
own opinion is, that the section should stand, 

Mr. VINTON (at the suggestion of Mr. Sacx- 
err) modified his amendment, so as to strike out 
all after the word ‘that’ to the word ‘‘it,’’ as 
follows: 


& All questions arising under this act shall be adjudged by | 


the surveyor general_on principles of justice and equity, 
ecubject to the right of appeal, by suit or otherwise, to the 
courte of the Territory, by the party aggrieved,”’ 


Mr, STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
amend the section, by striking out the words “* on 
puneiples of justice and equity, subject to the 
right of appeal by suit or otherwise, to the courts 
of the Territory, by the party aggrieved,’’ and to 
insert in lieu thereof the words ‘as preliminary 
to a final decision according to law.”’ 

Further brief conversational explanations were 
made by Messrs. STEVENS: of Pennsylvania, 
MARSHALL, SACKETT, and THURSTON. 

The question was taken, and a 





enacted, That no mineral lands | 
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reed to. 
ment of 


The amendment of Mr. Stevens was 

The question recurred upon the ame 
Mr. Vinton. 

Mr. VINTON withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. MARSHALL moved the following amend- 
ment: to insert after the word ‘ questions,” the 
words “ of difference between settlers.’’ 

| Mr. THURSTON appealed to the gentleman 
| from Kentucky not to press his amendment. 

After some conversation— 

Mr. MARSHALL withdrew his amendment. 

The question recurred, and was taken upon the 
amendment of Mr. Fircn, to add an amendment to 
constitute the fourteenth section, (as above, and.it 
was agreed to. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, said, he would propose 
ah amendment, and he assured the gentleman from 
Oregon in so doing he had no intention to embar- 
rass the bill. Tne amendment was read, as follows: 

Provided, That the provisions of this act which relate to 
a donation of public lands to actual settlers, stall extend to 
| all the public lands belonging tu the United States, except 
ae to the quantity, which shall not exceed one hundred and 
sixty acres to each head of a family. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
| order, as not germane to the bill. 
| Mr THURSTON moved that the committee 
rise, and report the bill and amendments to the 
House. 

The motion was put and agreéd to. 

The committee accordingly rose and reported 
| the bill and amendments. 
| ‘The question being on concurring in the amend- 
ments of the committee— 

Mr. WHITE moved the previous question. 
|| The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered. 

The amendments were read, and no separate 
| vote being demanded, they were agreed to in the 
|| aggregate. 
|| The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, read 
| a third time, and passed. 

Mr. THURSTON moved that the vote b 








to entitle one to hold a claim. Those | 
claims were taken and recorded, and it frequently | 
happened that a dispute-arose between adjoining | 
claimants, as to the boundary of their respective | 


| which the bill had been passed be reconsidered, 
and that that motion be laid on the table. 

Which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WHITE moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

* Mr. ORR moved that the House adjourn. Re- 
jected. 

The question recurred and was taken upon the 
motion of Mr. Wauire, and was decided in the 
affirmative. 

The House accordingly again resolved itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
|| Union, (Mr. Boyp in the chair.) 


CALIFORNIA. 
The CHAIRMAN announced the California 
message to be the first business in order. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS. 
Mr. BAYLY moved that the message be laid 
aside with a view to move to take up ‘the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill. 


RIVERS AND HARBORS. 

|| . Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, inquired, in case 
he made themotion which he intended to make, to 
take up the river and harbor bill—if it would not 
|| be regarded by the Chair as an appropriation bill? 
|| The CHAIRMAN said, he could not regard it 
as one of the regular appropriation bills provided 
for by the rule. 

Mr. McLANE submitted to the Chair, that the 
river and harbor bill had always been regarded as 
one of the appropriation bills by the rules of the 
House. , 

The CHAIR said, the Chair was not called 
upon to decide that question now. 

Mr. McLANE suggested, that if he submitted 
the point, the Chair would have to decide it. 

The CHAIR. The pending question is on. the 
motion of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Bayty,] to lay aside the California message. 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative. 

So the California message was laid aside. 

The CHAIR then recognized 

Mr. BAYLY, who moved that the committee 
proceed to the consideration of the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill. 

After some conversation between Mr. McLane, 
- Maryland, and the Chair, as to the right to the 

oor— 
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Aug. 8, 
The committee proceeded to oo 
of the bill making approntintions: Rannacrston 
diplomatic expenses of Government for vy and 
ending 30th June, 1851, and for other pu 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bil. (jn"* 
proceeded some way, whun— 2 see Oa 

Mr. GREEN suggested that the general read 
of the bill should be dispensed with, and ih, 
should be read by items. ; att 

bjection being made, the Clerk proceeded 
the ruling of the bill. e wath 

It numbers forty-three . 

a Clerk proceeded with the reading of the 

Mr. EWING su ted that its fart 
should be-diniuinged wath. Net reading 

Objection was made, 

The reading of the bill was continued and ¢ 
cluded. » 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, thén obtained th 
floor. He said: When the President’s oni 
was read at the Clerk’s desk on Wednesiay . 
struck me as the most extraordinary paper which 
had ever emanated from an American Presiden; 

I have since read it carefully, and my first impres. 
sions have been strengthened and confirmed. 

The document is extraordinary for its boli 4s. 
sumptions; extraordinary for its suppression of 
historical trath; extraordinary for its warlike toys. 
and still more extraordinary for its: supersilioys 
defiance of southern sentiment. 

The President assumes that to be true which 
covers the whole ground in controversy, and t» do 
this he has been driven to the necessity of sup. 
pressing every material fact; and having thus |aid 
the basis of the message, he proceeds to tell us 
what are the means at his disposal for maintain. 
ing his pene and winds up with a distine 
threat, that if there is not implicit obedience to his 
will, these means will be employed to insure the 
obedience which he exacts. 

Kings and despots have thus talked to their 
subjects and their slaves, buf this is the first in- 
stance when the servant of a free people, just 
tossed by accidént into a place of power, has 
turned upon his masters, and threatened them with 
fire and sword if they dared to murmufagainst his 
imperial will. 

The President sits down to address his first im- 
portant message to Congress, and, as if forgetful 
of his position, and mistaking this for a military, 
instead of a civil government, he tells us he is 
commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the 
United States, and of the rmilitia of the several 
States when called into actual service. He next 
proceeds to inform us that ail necessary legisiation 
has been had to enable him to call this vast mill- 
tary and naval power into action. No further in- 
terposition of Congress is asked for or desired. 
His duties are plain, and his means clear and at- 
ple, and we are told with emphasis, that he in- 
tends to enforce obedience to his decrees. 

A stranger who knew nothing of our institu- 
tions might well have supposed, from the reading 
of the message, that the President was a military 
despot; and to have seen him striding into the 
House of Representatives with a drawn sword, 
pointing first to the army, and then to the navy, 
and then to the militia, one, by a very slight tran- 
sition, might have supposed himself in the presence 
of Oliver Cromwell, instead of Millard Fillmore. 
Why, sir, this redoubtable military hero, who 
‘*never seta squadron in the fteld, nor does the 
division of a battle know more than a spinster, 
talks as flippantly to Congress and the people 
about commanding the army and navy and mil 
itia of the United bunen, as if he were a conquer 
ing hero addressing his captives, instead of a civil 
magistrate making his first obeisance to his supe 
riors. 

Am I to be told by the friends of the President, 
that no threat was implied in his late insolent and 
insulting yt he did not mean to threalet 
or menace Texas or the South, by the language 
employed in that paper? Then why inform 
that he is commander-in-chief of the naval and 
military pewer of the Government? Why buck'e 
on his armor? Why | t himself here pone 
plied, as if for war, if his mission was one of 
peace? Was it for the information of 

or of the country, that the Presiden! 
should tell us that he is the constitutional com- 
mander-in-chief of the army. and navy? WY 
tell us, with so much of. precise detail, what laws 
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~_. in force amplifying his powers under the 
oe nation if he did not mean to intimidate us? 
gir, did he inform us that his duty was 
Wid his authority clear and ample, if he did 
re mean to close the argument, and rely upon 
n sword? ‘The whole scope and purpose of the 
the ge is clear and palpable. It was intended 
wane Texas and the South into-meek submis- 
. to the Executive will. Instead of entering 
“ calm and statesman-lilte review of the mat- 
wal controversy, he leaps at one bound to his 


waclasions—esserts at once that Texas has no | 


rightful claim to the territory in dispute. He 
slants his foot, brandishes his sword, and, in true 
Fyrioso style, declares that— 
«“Whoso dares his boots displace, 
Shall meet Bombastes face to tace.”? 

Well, sir, we shall see how successful this dis- 
play of military power on the part of the illus- 
rings “commander-in-chief of the army and 
navy” will bein bringing the South to a humili- 
gunz surrender. 

if there be any one here or elsewhere, Mr, 
Chairman, who supposes that the President has 
yeied properly in this matter, let me speak to him 
ed@miy. {s there an instance on record where a 
friendly Power has gone with arms in his hands 
wo teat with another friendly Power? ‘Texas is 
pot only a friendly Power, but she isa State of 
this Union, allied to us by every tie, political, 


to another. 
of her territory. He thinks the President may 
not be cognizant of these transactions, 
what course dees he take? He writes to the 


President a respectful note, informing him, in sub- 
stance, that an officer of the army, stationed in 


Santa Fé, had interposed adversely to the authority || of a written constitution. It may appear that these | 


rights were recognized by every department of this | 


of Texas, and was fomenting discord, and exciting 
the inhabitants to rebellion. Hemadea respectful 
inquiry, as to whether this officer was acting in 


ovedience to the will or wishes of the President. || 


Now, sir, how was this inquiry answered? Did 
the President make a respectful answer to a re- 
spectful inguiry? No, sir. He goes off ina blaze 


of military fire; points to his military trapping— | other things, that all that part of Texas lying 
} 


“Here is my army, here is my navy, and there 


isthe militia; my mind is made up; | do approve | 


of the conduct of my civil and military governor 
in Santa Fé; and if you attempt to displace him, 
or question his authority, war, war, war to the 
knite will be the consequence.’’? Such, sir, is 
my reading of the President’s message. Was 
there ever such a beginning to a friendly negotia- 
tion? Suppose Great Britain had sent a military 
force to take possession of our northeastern territory 
orof Oregon, and the British officer in command 
had issued his proclamation calling the inhabitants 
together to make and establish a government ad- 
verse to the United States, and in total disregurd 
of her claim; suppose that, on seeing this, the Presi- 
dent of the United States had addressed a respect- 
ful inquiry to the British Government, to know 
if this proceeding was approved; and then, sir, 
suppose the British Minister had replred, ** Her 


majesty has so many ships of the line, so many | 


warsteamers. Her military resources are thus and 
so. She approves of the conduct of her officer in 
Oregon or in Maine. Her duty is plain and her 
means ample for maintaining the authority she 
has assumed.” 
patriots, would have been thought of conduct like 
ius? Would the American President have dared 
to outrage the sentiment of his country by pocket- 
ing such an insult; and then proceeding with the 
negotiation? If he had, is there one man in all this 
broad land who would not, with his last gasp, have 
heaped curses and imprecations upon his head ? 
And shail this Government force an insult upon 
Texas, a sister of the Confederacy, which she 
would not and dare not take from any power on 
God’s earth ? 
| know not what course Texas may think it her 
duty to take in this emergency. But, sir, if she 
strike for her honor—if she strike for her altars and 
her firesides—if she strike for liberty and law, | 
warn her oppressors that she will not strike alone. 
But, Mr. Chairman, 1 have said that the Presi- 
dent has virtually taken this question of the dis- 
boundary Texas and the United 
‘ee out of the hands of Congress, and has as- 


} 


| 
| 


| 


| 


sumed, by an executive » to settle 
the whole matter adversely to Texas;—and | will 
show that he means this, if he means anything. 
As for anything which appears in the message, 
Texas never had a shadow of claim to any part of 
the country in dispute. “I'he President is partic- 
ular in stating that the country was a part of New 


Mexico priar to the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, || 
and récites at full length the fifth, eighth, and | 


ninth articles of that treaty, to show that the coun- 
try belongs to the United States, and that be is 
bound to protect it by militaryspower. But he 


| wholly omits to say anything of the grounds on 


| which Texas bases her claim; not one word of 


| tion; nothing of the opinions of his predecessors 


| and their cabinets, recognizing the rights of Texas 


|| within the eee as prescribed by her Consti- 





| 
| 


| 


He knows | 
i is being done without authority of law; and || 


| 
| 


t 


| tution; and last 


| of annexation—the resolutions of Murch 1, 1845, 
| 


| United States. 


| his duty not quite so plain, nor the obligation quite 


of this Government to crush Texas, if she dared 
to assert her rightful claim to the country in dis- 
pute. 

I commend the history of this transaction to 
the President and his advisers before they com- 
mence hanging the 1 cxans for treason. 


Anna. It may tur out that she placed the evi- 
| dence of her rights on record in the enduring form 


Government in its negouations and debates on 
the treaty of annexation. It will most certainly 
appear that these nghts were solemnly recognized 
| by this Government in the final consummation of 
| that treaty. By the resolutions of annexation, 
approved March 1, 1845, it was provided, among 


south of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes 
with or without slavery as the people might elect; 


and in all that part lying north of the said parailel 


language mean, and why was it employed? Texas, 
as we all know, had defined her boundaries; she 


| 


she asked admission into the Union, there was no 
dispute between her and the United States as to 
where her boundaries were. She presented her- 


was. 
forms as a treaty between nations could make it, 
and as plain i its terms as our language could ex- 
press it, we accepted her, and shaped her policy 





through all after-time on the subject of slavery. | 


Her territory north of 36° 30’ was to be free, and 
all south of that line was to be slave territory. 
Such was the contract between Texus and the Uni- 
ted States—the only contracting parties. Texas 





What, let me ask you, men and | 


|| and we took her as she presented herself. 


presented herself bounded on the west by the 
Rio Grande and on the north by the 42d parallel, 


had either to do this or not take her at all. 
the debates, all the negotiations, all that was writ- 
ten or said on the subject pending the treaty of an- 
nexation, shows that this was the understanding 
of both parties. ‘I'rue, there was an outstanding 
| dispute between Texas and Mexico about the sep- 
arate or independent existence of Texas. Mexico 
|| denied the nationality of Texas. The United 
States admitied it; and treated with her as a sover- 
eign. Mark you, Mexico did not diSpute with 


Texas about a boundary, but about her separate i 
national independence. We admitted Texas, by a 


treaty entered into between her and the United 


States, into the Union of these States, and we un- | 
dertook to defend, to protect, and maintain her | 
We did this in good faith—we 
went to war with Mexico. That war resulted in 
Mexico giving up ail the territory that lay within 


against Mexico. 


|| slave territory? 
‘ || thing. 
+ her revolutionary rights; nothing of her treaties || 
|| with Mexico; nota sylable about her boundary 
| as defined in her Constitution of 1836; no refer- || 


| ence to the negotiations which led to her annexa- || 





| by which the star of her existence was blotted out || what had 


and her political institutions buried in those of.the || 
: 7 _ || ted States may have made with Mexico? 

| ifMr. Fillmore had thought it worth his while | 

| to look into these matters, he would have found || nations of the earth; we so acknowledged her; 


| 80 imperative to@se the naval and military power | 
wcial, and religious, which can bind one people || 


Her Chief Magistrate has witnessed || 
with pain and sorrow, an attempt on the part of || 


\| cution of that contract b 
this Government to wrest from his State a portion || 


Perhaps | 
| it may be found that Texas acquired some rights || 
by her revolution and by her treaty with Santa | 


|| execute a contract with a slave State. 


north latitude, should be admitted into the Union | 


of thirty-six degrees and thirty-minutes, slavery | 
should ve prohibited. Now, sir, what does this | 


fixed her western limits on the Rio Grande, from | 
its mouth to its source; and she extended her | 
| northern limits to the parallel of 42°, Hence, when | 


self with fixed boundaries, and we took her as she |! 
By a solemn compact, as binding in its | 


We | 
All | 


| 







her ceding other vast tracts of country to the Uni- 
ted States. Now, air, what do we hear? Why, 
that certain territory within her constirutional himn- 
its at the.period of anuexation, never did belong to 
Texas; but that it was an imegral part of Mexico. 
And though we assumed to say how much of it 
should be free and how nvuch slave territory, it 
was in truth and in fact foreign terrinory. By 
what right did the American Congress undertake 
to say that so much of Mexican territory as la 
north of 36}° should be free, and all below that 
Congress undertook no such 
We all thought then, as I think now, that 
the country butengel ve Texas; and we consulted 
with no one else—contracted with no one else in 
regard to it. 

I'he President has with great care traced out the 
line between the United States and Mexico, as de- 


|| fined in the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and 


| has dwelt on the fifth, eighth, and ninth articles of 
y, No mention of the crowning act || 


that treaty with great apparent unction, as sus- 
taining his position of hostility to Texas. Sir, 
exas to do with that treaty? What 
matters it with Texas as to what contract the Uni- 


Time 


| was, when Texas was a sovereignty amony the 


we contracted with her in that capacity :—what 


|| She demands to day is, that you fulfill the contract 


made with her. She is no party to your contract 
with Mexico; she demands good faith in the exe- 
which you obtained her 
sovereignty, and agreed to protect her against 
M.exico;—she protests against your protecting her 
against Mexico, and dismembering her yourself. 

When, Mr. Chairman, the President was telling 
us what were his duties under our treaty with 
Mexico, | pray you, was itnot his duty to havé 
told us what were his duties under the treaty with 
Texas? And when he was dwelling with so much 
delight upon the three articles of the treaty of Hi- 
dalgo, as the law which he wag going to enforce 
with fire and sword, was it not worth his while to 
have made some passing notice of the treaty of 
1845 with Texas? Or has it come to this, thata 
Free-Soil President feels under no obligations to 
I suppoere, 
with true Catholic instincts, he does not feel bound 


| to keep faith with heretics. 


Santa Fé, the country where Lieutenant General 
Fillmore is going to halt his grand army, and 
through which, | suppose, Commodore Filimore 


| may be expected to sail with his naval fleet, les 


not only south of the northern boundary of Texas 
—-that 1s, 42° north lasitude—but it is in fact south 
of the compromise line of 36° 30’ by many miles. 
Not only has the President, in setting asid» the 
legal boundary of Texas, as defined in her conati- 
tution and recognized by this Government in va- 
rious forms, outraged her rights, and covefed at 
one sweep every inch of ground in dispute be- 
tween the United Statesand Texas, but he has 
gone further, much further; he has established, or 
attempted to establish, a principle which threatens 
the very existence of Texas as a separate State. 

W hat says the President? That he is bound, by 
the highest official obligations, to protect the Mex- 
ican inhabitants of Santa Fé or New Mexico, az 
he is pleased to call it, against the authority of 
Texas. He has.announced, that if Texas attempts 
to assert her authority in that country, and to 


| punish those who commit overt acts of treason 


| 
i} 


against her, he will resist her with the whole 
naval and military power of the Government, 
Bear in mind, that this country is within her 
limits, as defined by her constitution of 1836, and 
withia the limits of the slave portion of this Ter- 


' 
] ritory, as defined by the resolutions of annexa- 
I} 


tion. Now, where does the President look for 
his authority thus to resist the authority of Texas? 
Not, sir, to the treaty of annexation, bat to the 
treaty with Mexico, and to the eighth and ninth 
articles ofthat treaty. He finds here that Mexicans 
residing in the Territory ceded to the United Siates 
by Mexico, shall be protected in their lives, liberty, 
|_ property and religion. Planting himself on these 
| stipulations, he announces his fixed determination 
| to defend the Mexican inhabitants against the au- 
| thority of Texas. ‘I'he treaty with Mexico is the 
only law for his government in this regard. He 
wholly discards and treats with contempt the treaty 
with Texas. He looks to but one boundary-- thas 
established by the Mexican treaty. He looks to bur 


i 


| 
} 
i 
| 

































































































































































































































































































































































































ico, 
this acquisition? The bound 
to the southern limit of New Mexico, thence to 
the Gila river, and to the Pacific. The acquisition 


embraces all the territory lying between Louisiana |, 


and Arkansas and the Indian territory, on the one 


side, and this Mexican boundary on the other. | 


We muat recollect that Mexico never recognized 


the independence of Texas; and when we treated | 
with her, we treated for California and New Mex- || 


ico, and Texas from the Louisiana line to the Rio 
Grande. The President does not respect the line 
of ‘Texas, ae defined in her Constitution and rec- 
ognized by the resolutionof annexation. He kicks 
this line out of his way, and has announced his in- 


tention to be governed alone by the treaty of Hidal- | 


go. Hesays he will resist Texan authority below 


the line of torty-two degrees; aye he will resist it | 


below thirty-six and a half degrees. | know of no 
other line. The Presidentadmits in his message that 


he does notknow where the true boundary is. Then | 
it becomes a matter of interesting inquiry where his | 


authority is going to stop. If the only boundary 
known wo any law as existing between the United 


Siates and Texas, is distegarded, and the President | 
is resolved to protect all Mexicans living on terri- | 
tory ceded to the United States by Mexico, and it | 


is true, as we have seen, that Texas was as much 
a cession, so far as the treaty of Hidalgo is con- 


cerned, as New Mexico and California; and if the | 


President is going to protect Mexicans against 
the «authority of Texas in Santa Fé,—I should like 


to know how much further down he is going to | 


extend his protecting care. Will he go down to 


Austin? Wiil be punish as far down as Houston? | 


May Mexicans expect the shield of his proiect- 


ing core in Galveston? Is the authority of Texas | 


every where to fall before the wiumphant march of 
this most valiant hero—this commander-in-chief 
of the army and navy of the United States? It 
might economize blood, sir, if this conquering 
chief would only deign to fix a boundary—put up 
& signpost at the point where he intends to stop 
barging and chopping off heads, 

Mr. Chairman, | have great respect for true and 


this slavery agitation has brought forth. When 


we were threatened with thirty-nine western regi- || 


ments, | grew impatient; when we were threat- 
encd with ten thousand Kentuckians, led on by 
the great compromiser, I felt still more provoked; 
bui when Millard Fillmore mounts his Pegasus, 
and attempts to drive over us with the whole naval 
and military power of the nation, | cannot think or 
* 
speak with putience. When Jackson threatened, 
there was dignity in the threat. 


Millard Fillmore, a mere come-by-chance—a poor 


litle kite, who has fallen by accident into the | 
eayie’s nest—when he attempts to play the hero, || 


and to threaten the South, one scarcely knows 
what limit to fix to contempt and scorn. 


reached that deeper depth in the heart of every 
true and faithful son of the yet proud and independ- 
ent, South, 


W hy does the President disregard the most solemn 
obligations? Why, sir, does he manifest so much 


of impatience to wrest successfully from Texas || 


thet which is so justly her own, and which she never 
can surrender without dishonor? And why, sir, 


these movemenis. ‘That question out of the way, 


and the President and his Cebinet, and his friends 


cn this floor, would not care a single rush whether 


Santa Fé was in Texas or New Mexico. That | 


question out of the way, and we should have no 
disputing about this country. The treaty obliga- 
tions between the United States and Texas would 


be faithfully maintained and harmony would be | 
restored in twenty-four hours. Is it not melan- | 


choly, is it not alarming to every true patriot, to 
see that this war upon a@ section, this eternal and 
never-ending assailment of the South, has not only 
warped the judgment of the best and purest men 





THE CONG 
one acquisition, and that the acquisition from Mex- '| of the North, but has so far influenced the action 
Now, sir, what is this boundary?.and what || of the President of the United States that he not 
is the Rio Grande || only does not execute a treaty for the advantage of 
|| slavery, but in dereliction of the plainest dictates 
of duty, absolutely refuses to do so? Can any 
man look at this state of things and not see the 
| frightful end we are approaching? 
manifest duty of the 
| juncture of our affairs—admuting that he thought, 
as | certainly do not, that there was reasonable 
grounds of dispute as to the true boundary of 
| Texas? 
| country peaceably and quietly until the question 
was settled—taking no advantage to himself, and 
| giving none to the other party? 
say, Thatis just what he did. 


itary government there, and 
military government to foment disloyalty to Tex- || us the Constitution as it was administered 
as, and to take incipient steps for throwing off the 
authority of ‘Texas. 
further, and not only approves this conduct, but 
gives us to understand that he means to maintain 
i; at by force of arms. 


' | was responded to 
genuine heroism; but | confess myself rather res- || 
tive in the presence of the bastard progeny which | 


When Taylor | 
threatened, it was not quite contemptble; but for | 


If these | 
feelings have a deeper depth in the human soul, | 
let the upstart hero, not yet warm in the seat of | 
accidental honor, know and feel that he has | 
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resident, and in this con- 


Was it not, sir, to have occupied the 


1 hear a voice 
Not so, sir, 
His predecessor, General Taylor, found a mil- 
he allowed that 


The acting President goes 


The President knows full 
well that if the rebels against Texas throw off her 
authority and establish an anti-slavery constitu- 
tion, a free-soil majority here stand ready to ad- 
mit her into the Union asa State. It is said that 
the President never threatened to use military 
power until Texas had first thygatened. We all 
kitow, Mr. Chairman, on what state of facts the 
movements of Texas have been based. We all 
know that Texas acquiesced in yeur sending a 
military establishment to Santa Fé, under an assu- 


| rance that it was not to be used against her claim, 


or to her prejudice;and we all know that this same 
military power in the hands of the President was 
used to subvert the authority and trample under 
foot the rights of Texas. ‘Thus it was, sir, when 
Texas saw herself, by means like these, driven 
from her rightful possession, that she first spoke 
of force. But even then, sir, she asked respect- 


fully what was meant by all these proceedings, | 


and whether the President approved them; and we 
have already seen in what spirit that civil inquiry 
Texas would be unfaithful to 
her past history if she feared to assert her rights, 
or faltered in maintaining them against whatever 
odds. 

In what attitude, Mr. Chairman, does the 
northern Democracy present itself on the question 
of the Texas boundary? It is within your recol- 
lection, that in the memorable political contest of 
1844, Texas was inscribed on all our banners; and 
from the loud huzzas that went up continually, | 
thought it was inscribed on all our hearts. Mr. 
Van Buren was discarded, and Mr, Clay crippled 
in the affections of his friends on account of their 
mutual hostility to the project of annexation. Mr. 
Poik was nominated and elected on the issue. 
The measure was consummated in compliance with 
the people’s mandate. War ensued, and the people 


| turned out en masse to prosecute it to a successful 


termination. The first blood was shed between the 
Nueces and the Rio Grande; and the Democracy 
voted on their oaths that it was American blood 
shed on American soil. You defended the Presi- 
dent through the whole of the war, always main- 
taining that the Texas we acquired, was Texas 


‘ : ‘ _ || according the constitution of 1836; Texas as she 
What, Mr. Chairman, is the meaning of all this? | 


presented herself, and as she was accepted under 


| the resolution of annexation. Now, where are you? 


Will you vote to-day as you voted in 1844? Will 
you vote to-day as you continued to vote through 
the whole of the Mexican war? And if not, why? 


| 1 can understand a northern Whig who votes 
-independent of all considerations of justice and | 
national faith, are we of the South bound to make | 
common cause with Texas? Because, sir, you | 
and 1, and every other southern man, know that || 
the question of slavery lies at the bottom of all | 


against the claim of Texas. He belongs to a 
party who was opposed to annexation; opposed 
to the war; opposed to the acquisition of additional 
territory; opposed to everything that you and I 
were for. But how you can oppose this claim, 
recognized as it has been in every form, supported 


| aa it has been by you and me through all its va- 


rious forms and phases, | must confess myself at 
fault to understand. 

There ig one other matter to which I must ad- 
vert. It is become quite too common of late, for 
certain political censors, in and out of Congress, to 
speak of southern men who demand justice for 
the South, as ultras; and if we persist in. our de- 
mands, and can neither be bribed or brow-beaten 
into acquiescence with northern wrongs, the next 


step is, to whistle us down the windsas di 
| iste and traitors. It is not, sir, because I fear the || especially among those 
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effects of charges like these on i 
constituents that I now ie ty tion 
me for many long years; I have served them j 
and elsewhere; and if there is an earthly 

to persuade them that | am a disunionia, 
traitor to my country, I would scorn to on 
office at their hands. I allude to charges like th 
that | may hold them ueae public scorn and rep, 
bation. The miserable reptiles who stin * 
South while they nestle in her bosom, are ib 
thors of these calumnies, Sooner or om 
they will be spurned as the veriest spaniels 7 
ever crouched at the footstool of power. | 4 , 
sir, that there is perfect harmony of sentiment 
tween my constituents and myself on the subien, 
which now divide the North-and the South sy 
| are southerners and go for the Constitution a i 
| the Union subordinate to the Constitution, Give 


from 
Salis. 
med tg 
ervant, 








the day of its formation to 1819, and we are 
fied. Up to that time Congress never assy 
| interfere with the relation of master and s 
| It extended over all, and gave to all equal 


: . ‘ rOtec. 
| tion; give it to us to-day in the same spirit, a = 
are satisfied. Less than this we will not accept, 


You ask us to love the Constitution, to reve 
the Union, and to honor the glorious banner 
of the stars and stripes. Excuse me, genils. 
men; but I must say to you, in all candor, tha 
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the day has gone by when | 
can cherish a superstitious reverence for me 
names. Give us a Constitution strong enovgh » 
shield us all in the same degree, and we will love 
it. Give usa Union capacious enough to receive 
us all as equals, and we will revere it. Give us, 
banner that is broad enough to cover us as a nation 
of brothers, and we will honor it. 
us'a broken constitution—one that can only shield 
northern people and northern property—we will 
spurn it. If 
that only half the States can stand up as equals, 
we will reject it; and if you offer us a banner tha 
covers your people and your property, and leaves 
ours to the perils of piracy and plunder, we will 
trample it under our feet. 
Union as equals, and we will remain in it os 
equals. We demand equal laws and equal jus 
lice. 
stitution for ourselves, our lives, and our property. 
Wherever we may be, we demand that the na- 
tional flag, wherever it may wave, on the land or 
on the seas, shall give shelter and security to our 
property and ourselves, 
will you comply with them? 

power to grant or refuse them. 
and our feelings of harmony and_ brotherhood 








and my people 


But if you offer 


ou offer us a union so contracied 


We came into this 


We demand the protection of the Con- 


These are our demands: 
You have the 
Grant them, 


will be restored. These evidences of decay thet 
we witness all around us will vanish, and a strong, 


healthy, vigorous national prosperity will spring 


up. 1 shall not predict the consequences of your 
refusal; they are so plain that ** a wayfaring maa 
though a fool”? cannot mistake them. They ex- 
hibit themselves in a thousand different forms,—in 
the divisions of our churches, in the estrangement 
of family ties, in jealousies between the North and 
the South, in the gradual but certain withdrawal 
of all confidence and fellowship between the people 
of the two great sections. here is the pairiot 


heart that has not throbbed with the deepest anx- 


ety as from day to day the growth and progress of 
these things has become more apparent? | will not 
dwell upon a theme so full of melancholy; butallow 
me to add, in conclusion, I sincerely hope your 
conduct may not force us in the end to say, We 
once were brothers, out you have become our eli: 
mies and we are yours, 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, obtained te 
floor, but yielded to a motion that the commiiiet 


rise. 
The motion having been agreed to, 
The committee rose and reported progress. 
And the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, Jugust 8, 1850. 

Mr. COOPER. I hold in my hand numerow 
memorials mn tines. residents of many se 
counties in Pennsylvania, praying for e mo 
ce he eae een none 
1 am informed, over two thousand names. They 
set forth thas there. is ree 
everywhere throughout the State of Penns ' 

i engaged in mining 
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igution in the production of iron is not felt among | supplies the whole quantity, we pay the highest 
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od the manufacture of iron. From evidence that | ) This state of things has obliged England to sel! her } Pennsylvania was never more promperens, and I 
heen furnished me, I can state confidently to , iron at too low rates, and great amounts have been | believe the depression among the iron masters is 
the Senate that nearly one half of the number of | thrown in upon us. Iron is now manufactured there ' but of a temporary character, which will soon 
fornaces that were In operation in Pennsylvania at at $22, 23 24, 25, 26, and $27 per ton, according to || relieve itself. 
ihe close of the year 1847, have now blown out | quality, and sent here, thus breaking down our | Mr. COOPER rose to reply, but Mr. PEARCE 
shogether, in consequence of the inadequacy of | establishments, and taking employment and bread | called for the special order. 
ihe prices to be obtained for iron. The produc- | from the American laborer. ‘The memorialists state, | The memorials were referred to the Committee 
san is noW less than one half of what it was at ] that if this condition of things prevail fora great /) on Manufactures. 
the tiene t0 which I have referred; although per- | while, there will bea general cessation of operations || INDIAN APPAIRS. 
more thas a majority of the whole namber || in the iron manufacture of this country, except in Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
of farnaces and forges may be still in operation. | prey es localities; and that the consequence || dian Affairs, to which was referred the momneaien 
j sey, however, confidently, that not one half Of | a be, that ene between the foreignand || of the delegates of the Cherokee nation, submit- 
ihe quantity of iron is produced now which was || ‘ ao producer will cease, and that eventually, | ted a report in writing, concluding with certain 
produced at the period mentioned. The conse- || 1n the course of a year or eighteen months, consu- | resolutions; which were ordered to be printed. 
genee is, that a very large number of people, who | mers will be obliged to pay more for the iron used Mr. SEBASTIAN. ‘The subject-matter of that 
jerive their subsistence from labor in the furnaces, | by them, than they would do under a duty which report involves the reference of a question to the 
forges, and foundries of that State, are now out of || would afford a just protection to the domestic pro-. Senate as an umpire, under the treaty of 1846, be- 
mployment, and many of them in a state of ab- || ducer. The history of the iron manufacture of | tween the United States and the Cherokee nution 
wlute destitution. The consequences of the dim- || this country proves the fact, that when England | of fndians. { have learned that the Indian ap- 
*propriation bill has already passed the House of 
Repitesentatives and will soon be here, and it is 


necessary that the question referred to the Senate 
as an umpiie should be decided, not in an execu- 
tive or legislative capacity, but as an umpire con- 
stituted for the purpose of deciding the question 
referred to them. {t is important to have the sub- 
ject-matter of that report acted upon at as early 
a day as possible. My object is to have a day 
set apart for the purpose of making the subject of 
that report and the resolutions the special order. 
I move, thérefore, that they be made the special 
order for Monday next at half past eleven o'clock. 
The motion was agreed to. 
THE TEXAS BOUNDARY. 

Mr. PEARCE moved, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill” proposing 
to the State of Texas the establishment of her 
northern and western boundaries, and the relis- 
quishment by the said State of all territory claimed 
by her exterior to said boundaries, and of all her 
claim upon the United States. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD being entitled to the floor, 
said, that as there were but a few minutes of the 
morning hour left, he desired to know whether, in 
case he resumed his argument on this bill, he 
would be obliged to yield the floor when the hour 
arrived for taking up the California bill? 

The PRESIDENT replied in the negative. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then resumed the speech 
commenced by him yesterday, going into a de- 
tailed examination of maps, records, and docu- 
ments, to show that Texas had no title to the 
territory in dispute. He came to the conclusion 
that ‘Texas had no title to what it was proposed 
to pay her for. He examined the question of the 
obligation of the United States to pay the bonds 
of Texas, for which she had pledged her revenues, 
He denied that there was any such obligation on 
the Government. And if there were, he consid- 
ered the sum proposed to be extravagant in the 





those engaged in that department of industry alone, | prices for iron, But 1 will not detain the Senate 
put is felt,also, and that severely, among those en- further, and i move that the memorials be referred 
nged in mining coal and othe? industrial occupa- || to be aaandameie k ve Se 
8. 1} ° ° 
“rt is known to you, sir, that in late years a || iron interest of Pennsylvania, to a certain extent, 
very large quantity of anthracite coal has been wine depressed condition at the present ume. 
consumed in the furnaces and forges in eg | ‘Phat, | believe, is generally admitted, so far as | 
in the eastern part of the State. The denfand.for | the manufacture of iron from the ore into the 
coal for this purpose has fallen off within the last || rough pig state is concerned; but | have informa- 
two years nearly, if not altogether, one half; and | tion, | think, that more iron has been manufac- 
ihe consequence is, that those engaged in that || tured at Pittsburg the present season, and at a 
branch of our industry in Pennsylvania are out of || greater profit, than ever was the case before. — 
employment, and, to a great extent, without the || Mr. COOPER. ‘The manuiacture of iron into 
means of ees tienen See eens 1] -- ne ; ee : 
elves to other employment, for the men who are r, N. Yes, sir, to a greater ex- 
sarod in the poser hiv of irou and the mining || tent, and at a greater profit than ever before. [t is 
of coal, have been brought up to these particular || evident, as my colleague remarked, that this de- 
branches of business; and it is their trade, and || pression among the iron interest of Pennsylvania, 
they are unqualified for any other occupations. || and of the Unied States generally, has arisen from 
But, sir, other branches of industry, dependent || the fact that the matier has been overdone in 
upon protection, or to some eXtent upon protec- || Europe, and perhaps in this country also. The 
tion, for their success, have also gone down, or || depression is only temporary, as I believe, and the 
have greatly curtailed their operations. This is || result will be, thatthe iron masters must reduce 
especially the case with the recently established || the quantity produced, as the European iron mas- 
cotton mills and manufactories of Pennsylvania. || ters aredoing. And | am informed that they have 
| presume you are aware, sir, that during the last || commenced doing itin Pennsylvania. Lt 1s well 
two or three years a large number of cotton mills || Known to the world, thata few years since a grand 
have been erected and gone into operation in our || general system of railroad construction was en- 
Sate. These have lately, in a great measure, || tered upon in Europe, and that a great amount of 
ceased Operations—some of them entirely and || capital was consequently invested in the iron in- 
others partially; and the consequence is; that the || terest. ‘This system has been abandoned, and a 
people, formerly employed in manufacturing iron rene ine See east pro 
and mining coal, cannot resort to the cotton mills || duced abroad, whic aS operated to produce a 
nor to agriculture for the means of subsistence; ! similar depression here. In my opinion, however, 
for the first, as 1 have stated, have, to a consider- || it will be of but temporary continuance, and that, 
able extent, Zone out of operation, and the markets || after a partial suspension of a few months, our 
for the latter have been largely diminished by || iron masters will again resume their operations 
the reduction of the production of these articles of || with ther accustomed, vigor. 
* 0 and cotton fabrics, to which | have i think my ae is araenee. ie we he 
referred. | states in regard to the coal trade; for, i am 
; There is, therefore, as the memorialists state, a | rightly ae fe anes oe ane sent to enteeme:. He could nntaete Gor tie Gt Gl a 
egree of suffering prevalent among them which || market in 1049 exceeds that mined and sent to) Oded in important particulars. He eos- 
has not existed at any period within many years || market in 1848. _There was an increase during sidered the question ove eutirely uf dollars end 
peo ca even in 1842, previously phys paseage || that Peeaaieds oc wean i eoeeoaeeme? | cents, and its settlement had nothing to do with a 
1 the act known as the tarilf, act ot Vane, 'yenr. | ome , ooo : 5 Op , "|| restoration of peace and harmony to the country 
hey pray Congress that some modification of the || present year are also running ahead of those for |, on the subject of slavery. 
eae act may take place at the present scenjon. | the year 1849, and will probably reach some || Mr. EWING proposed three amendMfents to 
hey do not ask for the repeal of the act of 1846; || 3,600,000 tons. 1 do not doubt that he states what shy bill. tase eine? wiem en tae ranalien if 
but they ask that what was the intention of the || he believes to be correct, but_ my information is, Mr PEARCE Whe ciated is cikeath he Neue 
framers of that act may be carried into effect, and | that the coal mining certainly is not falling off. dictina Ot Gis GAL.’ Glitch now teade tab _ 
‘ 4 ; . * ’ 
that they may have such protection as it wasde-|| Mr. COOPER. Both are correct. <¢ Pituh.” tuiahedtately’ her the President of the Ua! 

. : i} = y . . ach ate 0 nited 
signed to afford at the time. They state that, 1} Mr. STURGEON. Bur they differ very ma- States shall have been furnished with an authentic copy of 
owing to the condition of affairs at home and | terially. the acts of the General Assembly of Texas accepting these 
abroad, the provisions of that act, sufficient atthe || Mr. COOPER. Notat all. | propositions, he shall cause the aoa to be issued in faver 
lime, have ceased to be so ai present and for some || Mr.STURGEON. I should be pleased if some | @ ee ee es ae eee pe fon 
time past; and they ask that Congress may take Means could be adopted forthe present relief of || sock shail not be issued until the creditors of the State of 
up the subject and put them in the position in || the iron masters, if 1 could _be done without the || Texas, holding bonds of Texas for whieh duties on lmports 
whieh it was designed to place them at the time || creation of a permanent increase of taxation || were specially pledged, sball com oat the Treasury uf the 
the act of 1846,was passed. They set forth many | through a high tariff. It would be best for all, 1 | oan deo, 0406 cage 2 ieee 
- that are important to every Senator and mem- 1 think, if it was left alone, ‘To increase the pres- || By striking out all after the words ** provided also,” 
ver of Congress desiring to make up a correct || ent rates of tariff would be to establish a perma- end itnettine it Waal thereat the folleding: 
Judgment on the subject; but I will not detain the || nent tax, in my opinion; on the agricultural inter- or 6 ont wa ocala 6: 

Senat : : . il ° State, es idily. The State of Penn- || . at no more than five millions a said stock shat he 

SS with a recapitulation of all that is || ests of the ie), COPSEnT || issued until the creditors of the State, holding bonds and 
stated in the memorials, and in the letters from | sylvania, I think, was never more prosperous than || other certificates of stock of ‘Texas, for which daties on im- 
intelligent gentlemen accompanying them. It is || at present. Atthe present time its agricultural | pors were specially pledged, shail first file at the Treasury 
sufficient to say that the state of thin existing products are bringing a higher price, perhaps one 1} of the United States releases of all claim against the United 


‘ y . ) id bonds « rt ficates, in sue 
abroad, especially on the continent of Europe, has | half higher, than they did. from 1842 to 1846. Pench call ke enrooteda te the bocdiiaes aa ho Teuneiat, 
ht down the price of iron in England to a 


0 Flour, which in 1842 and 1843 was down to $2.50 | and approved by the President of the United States.” 
point lower than it has ever been before, except | per barrel in Pittsburg, has mot been lower than | After debate, by Messra. UNDERWOOD, 
on one single occasion. I need not adverttothem, $5 or $5.25 per barrel for the last two or three \ PEARCE, and ATCHISON, the question being 
for you will az ones understand to what | refer— (years. Wool we are selling now at twenty to | taken, the amendment was agreed to. 
viz: the revoluiions there—causing the abandon- | twenty-five per cent. higher than we have done for | Mr. EWING moved to postpone this bill, with 
ment of the contracis for oe oan with || the last seven or eight years, Therefore, so far | a view to take up the California billy and, after 
Which the whole continent was ered over. as the agricultural interests are concerned, | think ll debate, the yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
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taken, the Senate refused to postpone the bill by 
the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bri Davia of Massachu- 
nett-, Darton, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Ewing, 
Fotch, Hamlin, Seward, Sivieids, Suuth, Spruauce, Un- 
ec Upham, Wales, Walker, Winthrop, and Whit 
aan . 

NAY s—Mesers, Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Ber. 
rien, Biadbury, Butler, Clarke, Cooper, Davis of Missixsippi, 
Daweon, Dickinson, Do mgias, Foote, Greene, Hale, Hous. 
tow, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Norrie, Pearce, 
i wre Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, and Yu 
ee—dl. 


Mr, EWING moved to amend the first section | 
of the bill, which now reads thus— 

“Piret. ‘The State of Texas will agree that her boundary | 
on the north shall commence at the point at which the 
ineridian of One hundec.: degrees west from Greenwich is 
intersected by the parallel o§ thirty-six degrees thirty min- 
utes north fatiunde, and shail ron from said point due west 





And the amendment was adopted without a di- 
‘vision. 

Mr. BALDWIN moved, and that part of the 
bill Wherein it is proposed that Texas shall release 
| to the United States the “ territory,”’ was amended 
| by inserting the words “ claim'to.” 
Mr. WINTHROP said that he was desirous of 
| addressing the Senate on this. bill, for a few mo- 
| 
| session; hor did he wish it to adjourn on his ac- 
count. The boundary was the particular point in 
the bill which he desired to have settled. Witha 
| view to make the bill one for which he could vote, 
| he moved to strike out the first section, (defining 
the proposed boundaries of Texas,) and insert in 


|| lieu thereof the following: 
| “The Btate of Texas, will agree that her boundary on the 


to the merdian of one hundred and three degrees west from \| north shail comuience at the pointin the middle of the deep- 


Gevenswieh; thence ber boundary shall fun due south to the || 
|| crossed hy the ope bundred and second degree of longitude 
parallel of thirty-two degrees north latitu.-e to the Riv Bravo || west from the meridian of Greenwich; thence north along | 


tlitty--ecoud degree of vorth latiiude, thence on the said 


est channel in the Rio Grande del Norte, where the same ts 


det Norte, and thence with the channel of said riveP to the 1] that longitude to the thirty-fourth degree of north latitude ; 


tialf of Mexico. ?~ 


By striking out all after “ Greenwich,” where it || 


firat oceurs, and inserting— | . 
; a || Senate adjourn. 


« Uraxses Red river, being the southwest angle in the line 


desiguafed between the United States and Mexico, and the || 


b thence eastwardly to the point at which the one-hundredth 


degree of west longitude crosses the Red river.’ ; 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, moved that the 


Pending which, the President of the Senate laid 


same angle in the line of thd territory set apart for the Ia- || before the Senate the following message from the 


dians by the United 
eyeat northerly point of th: 
Norte which supplies with water the trrigating canal which 


dam ac‘oas the Rio Bravo del 


Fiates, thence southwestwardly to the || President of the United States, which was read 
|| and ordered to be printed. 


supplies the town of El Paso with water, thence with the To the Senate and House of Representatives: 


channel of said river to the Gulf of Mexico.”’ 


|| It has been suggested to me that the language in 


Mr. EWING addressed the Senate in support || the first paragraph of my message to the two 
of his amendment, giving way to Messrs. Pearce, || Houses of Congress, of the 6th instant, may con- 


Rusk, Have, and Davis of Mississippi, for expla- 
pation, 

Mr. COOPER supported the amendment; if 
adopted, it would remove serious objections to the 
bill. He did not wish to be understood as saying 
that he would vote against the bili if the amend- 
meat was rejected, 


Mr. BADGER opposed the amendment. 


ita claim, but he did believe Texas had some claim. 
To prevent hostilities, to prevent any occasion for 


shedding American blood by American arms, he || 


waa prepared to vote for almost anything which | 
wou'd have the effect of settling this question. 


Mr, PEARCE explained this part of his bill, || 


|| Soulé, Spruance, Turney, Underwood, Upham, and Yu- 


and opposed the amendment. 
Mr. COOPER followed in some remarks upon | 


the importance of the subject, and said that whether || 


the amendment were adopted or not, he would vote | 
for the bill. i 
Mr, ATCHISON moved that the Senate ad- 


journ. 


He || 
gail that he did not agree with the Texas Senators || 
as to the validity of their title to the full extent of || 


And the Senate, by a division—ayes 22, noes | 


23—refused to adjourn. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Ewine, and, by the following vote, it was 
rejected: 

- YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bradbury, Clarke, Cooper, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, | 
Ewing, Greene, Hate, Hamlin, Phelps, Seward, Shields, 
Smith, Spruanee, Underwood, Upham, Wales, Walker, and 
Winuthrep—21. * 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Ber- 
rien, Baght, Butler, Cass, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, 
Dickiw Dodge of Towa, Dougias, Foote, Houston, Hunt- 
er, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearee, Rusk, Sebas- 
tian, Soulé, sturgeon, Turney, Whitcomb, and Yulee—2s. 


Mr, DAYTON moved to add to that part ofthe || 


bill in which Texas is to release to the United 
States certain ports, &c., the following: 


“And releases to the United States all the vacant and 
unappropriated publig lands now lying within her limits: 
Pro wded, if there shall be any residue of said jand, after the 
repayment tothe Cuited States of the ten millions of doliars 
hereinatter referred to, the same shall return to, and remain 
the property of Texas.” 

And the question being taken thereupon by yeas 
and nays, the amendment was rejected as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Chase, Cooper, Davis of Mas- 
sachutetts, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin b 
Haie, Hamlin, Norris, Prelps, Seward, 8 
wort, Upham, Wales, Walker, and Winthrop—17. 

NAYS—Mesers. Atchison, badger, Barnwell 
rien, Bradbury, Bright, Butler, Cass, Davis of Mississippi, 
Bawsoa, Dickinson, Douglas, Ewing, Foote, Houston, Hunt- 
er, Kisg, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebas- 
tian, Shields, Smith, Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, Whitcomb, 
aud Yulee—31. 

Mr. MASON moved to amend the bill by ad- 
ding thereto the following: 

« Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strucd to opair of qualify anything contained in the third 
article of the 2d section of the * resolution for annex- 


pruance, Under- 





| 


odge of Lowa, 


Bell, Ber- 


ing Texas to.the United States,’ approved March 1, 1845, 


eliber ae regards the number of States that may heieafter be 
formed cut of the Bute of Texas or other\vise. 








|| vey the idea that Governor*Bell’s letter to my pre- 
|| decessor was received by him before his death. 


| it was addressed to him, but appears, in point of 
fact, to have been sent to me from the post office 
after. his death. i 


| 
| 
j 
} 


message and prevent misapprehension. 
MILLARD FILLMORE. 
Wasnmineton, August 8, 1850. 
The question recurring on the motion to ad- 


| 1 make this communication to accompany the 
| 
! 


| journ, it was decided in the affirmative by the 


| following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Baldwin, 
Berrien, Bradbury, Butier, Clarke, Davis of Ma-sachusetts, 


|| Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Ewing, 


Feich, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Norris, 


| lee—27. 

NAYS—Messrs, Badger, Bright, Cass, Clemens, Cooper, 
Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Foote, Greene, 
| Houston, Mangum, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Sebastian, Sew- 
| ard, Shields, Smith, Stargeon, Wales, Walker, Whitcomb, 
| and Winthrop—24. 





| And then the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Farivar, August 9, 1850. 
The Journal was read. 
Mr. GRINNELL asked the unanimous consent 
to introduce the following resolution: 


Resolved, 'That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
furnish this House, with all the correspondence and in- 


the United States ship Preble to the port of Naragaski, for 
the purpose of demanding sixteen American seamen held in 
| prison by the authorities of Japan. 


| No objection being made— 

The resolution was received, and the question 
being on its adoption— 

Mr. GRINNELL, in explanation, simply de- 
sired to state, that the visit of this ship of war had 
been fully successful in obtaining the release of 
the sixteen seamen, who had been cast on the 
shore of Japan, by the wreck of a vessel employed 
in the whale fishery, and that a correspondence 
between the commanding officer of the ship And 
the authorities of Japan, of an interesting charac- 
ter, had taken place, which it was desirable should 
_ be made public. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be sus- 
| pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
| Committee of the Whole pn the state of the Union. 

Mr. NELSON moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. MASON rose to a privileged motion, 

_Mr. RICHARDSON asked leave to introducea 
bill, of which he had given previous notice, and 
appealed to the gentlemen to wai'e their motions 
for that Cos 

Messrs. Barty and Netsow accordingly with. 
drew their motions. 

Mr. RICHARDSON sent up his bill, which waa 








|| read for information, by its title, as follows! 


| ments, but he did not wish to delay or prolong the | 


! 
Barnwell, Bell, 





formation in the Navy Departinent relative to the visit of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











“ A bill granting all the unsold sae 
or tne White Hall Male ae itera 
Tnstitute,’? mi ane | ond Orns 

No objection being made— 
The bill was received, twice read, an 





d 

On the motion of Mr. RICHARDSOY’ 

ferred to the Committee on Public Seeds’ => 
prteas ne FOLDING-ROOM, 

r. MASON rose to a privileged 
moved to reconsider ocean of pemeaien 
which the resolution reported by the gentien 
from Indiana, [Mr. McDonatp,} from ‘the Con 
mittee on Accounts, relating to the folding.» a 
was laid on the table; and he said he wished 
make a moment’s explanation in regard to i: 

The SPEAKER said, the motidbn was not de. 


_batable, except by the unanimous consent Of the 
| House. 


Mr. MASON asked consent. 
Mr. NELSON renewed his motion. 
The SPEAKER announced the question on the 


_ motion of Mr. Mason. 


Mr. PRESTON KING inquired, what was the 
motion? 

The SPEAKER stated the motion, and Caused 
to be read the resolution reported by Mr. McDoy. 


| ALD, together with the amendment offered by \i;, 


CARTTER. 

The SPEAKER said that this resolution yj 
amendment were yesterday, on motion of the gep. 
man from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Srevens,} laid o 
the table. The question was now on the iotion of 


| the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Maso} wr. 
| consider that vote. 


Mr. GOTT moved to lay the motion on the 


| table. 





Mr. MASON said, he wished to have it under. 
stood that the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Cartrer] was not reported from the 


| Committee on Accounts. 


The SPEAKER interposed, and reminded the 
gentleman that debate was out of order. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr, 
Gort, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

Mr. NELSON renewed his motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. BAYLY renewed his motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER stated that the motion of Mr. 
Ne tson was first in order. 

Mr. DANIEL asked the yeas and nays. 

CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 

' The SPEAKER said, before the Chair pro- 
ceeded to put the question to the House he would 
state, that the motion to reconsider the vote upon 
the passage of the Oregon land bill, made yester- 
day, was entered upon the Journal as having been 
made by the Delegate from Oregon. It had e- 
caped the noticeof the Chair when the Journal was 
réad to him in the evening. In the opinion of the 
Chair, the Delegate could not make the motion. 
The Journal (if there was no objection) would be 
corrected, and the motion would be entered 
having been made by the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Warre,] who had risen simulie- 
neously with the Delegate from Oregon. 

No objection being made— . 

The Journal was amended, and, as amendel, 
was approved. 

‘The question being on ordering the yeas and 


nays— 

The SPEAKER counted the House, and «0 
nounced—ayes24, noes 78. 

Mr. STANTON called for tellers upon the yeas 
and nays. . - 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Prestow Kise 
and CiinGMaN were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers 
ported—ayes 28. The noes not counted. 

‘So the yeas and nays were ordered. : 

The question was then taken on the motion of 


Mr. Nexson, and decided—yeas 71, nays 91; 8 
Bissell 
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